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dave -Houry we Greist, My De 
Barrow, aloska- { 


My deur vr. Greist; : 


; at arrest ‘Your letter of October 24th has just . 
neen received. The white fox skin Guae yesterday, in 
advance of the settere [ have lookea at it and itis 
certuinly a beauty and t will sell it at the highest 
possible market price and place the money in a suspense 
funa for the repairs of the Barrow church. | ae 


i do not know Why My * Gould aia not A 
send the lumber, a0 oraered, last yours fie has never 
“geld a wora about this matter in setters to mes 4 UETe 

not seen him, however, since last aprile If I haa seen 


him, possibly this matter would have been discussed. 1 


will see to it that the oraer of lumber goes up this. 
yeur. In oraer, nowever, tO be Sure pbout the exect — 
amount ana kina, 1 woula ‘suggest that immediate ly, upon 
receipts of this you formulate @ ‘duplicate order and get 
it to Gould ana to més Ghat wili make sure, 1 think, 
that it will go out abis pT aim ne CEN Aaa: me 


1 am, 


: Yours wery cordially ‘ ue se ite ot 


pede Mombgomery 5: pirector, Big at 


| Gs tows ana Country Department . 
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with kina regards and holiaay greetings, ney 


9. HENRY W, GREIST, iM. D, 


Presbyterian Mission and Hospital 
POINT BARROW, ALASKA, 


October 24, 1931. 


Pee De Montgomery, 


156 Fifth Ave. v/ 
New York. Wy c 
Q ¥ 
4, 
Dear Doctor Mont gome ry: “io 


Locally we have been trying to raise a fund with a view to 
certain long discussed changes within Barrow Uhurch. A native 
from the far qastward came in this autumn and hearing of our 
plans entered”so heartily into same that he went over to his 
little launch and brot back to m a white fox skin, saying: 
eit this and put the proceeds into the bag for that change in 
church.” 


Il am sending this skin to you, thinking mayhap you will be 
able to realize more for it than can I here. Locally this skin 
will bring us not more than 45% of the price it should sell for 
in New York at any furriers. “ossibly some private individual 
would accept it at a fair price. We hope to realize &35 from it. 
Your kind offices in premises will be deeply appreciated by the 
church here. 


I had nearly enough for that alteration, or at least ° felt 
secure in ordering the lumber through Mr. Gould last year, 
guaranteeing payment on delivery by Gapt. BaCkland. 

But the material did not come to hand, nor any explanation. 

I so hope to receive the lumber another summer. And 1 will apprec- 
iate the favor if you will kindly see to it that the order is 

put in way of filling. L will give vou suplicate-.of the order sent 
to Mr. Gould last year, on the Xmas mail out. 


This alteration, in short, is the long discussed change in 

alter, putting same at one end of the long narrow room 
rather than where it now is, at one side, where the tiny little 
built-out sort of place is so very cold in winter. We are 
unanimous, locally, in wishing the change specified. Our audiences 

are not so large as twenty yre since when the people had not gone 
in so large numbers to the far eastward, when in fact but three or 
four families were in those far regions where now there are fully 


500 souls, and largely gone from here. 


Thanking you again, * am ‘ # 
Sincerely, vA 
A 
Henry nay @ flo 


March 20, 1932 
MRy 
PRS REV. Dr. A. Ty, Montgomery, t., ? 
156, Fifth Ave., . (935 
New York. 


Dear Doctor Montgomery: 


With the hope that a plane rumored to be en route to Barrow 
will carry mail South, I am proposing to write you asto a number 
of things of diverse nature, and, while I will attempt to be as 
brief as the subject matter will justify, nevertheless I am like- 
ly to be confronted with a grunt of impatience .when you open up 
my contribution. Had you a hundred missionary correspondents 
such as I, then you would assuredly merit the commiseration of 
the church. Se it said that, while I get out from five hundred 
to a thousand letters annually to points ami patties over the 
church, they are however very generally very brief, mere ac- 
knowledgments, saving only with prominent personages. i seldom 
am able to conclude a letter at one ‘sitting’, being disturbed 
many times. Consequently, my communications my not always jr ove 
other than a little mixed, or disconnected. And this letter is 
likely to be written throughout periods within several days. 


Be it said that the health of the staff continues most ex- 
cellent for which we are very thankful to God. My neuritis dis- 
turbs me much occasionally, but on the whole it is relatively a 
minor matter, it causing me loss of no time whatever. And I 
challenge any thirty year old 'colt to get in more hours per day 
and regularly than do I. It is rare indéed that we retire ere 
midnigit, and the late evening and night are given over to work 
at my desk, that work being wholly to do with mission activities, 


her interests and her wellfare. 


The Pertussis (Whooping Cough) epidemic is waning. Our 

deaths therefrom have numbered some four, all from the compli- 
cation of meningitis. This dreaded complicating meningeal in- 
vasion has not been the specific Cerebro Spinal variety from the 
Meningococcus, I think, but merely from an entrance within 
the meninges of brain of various or any microorganism. In post 
mortom withdrawals of spinal fluid I have failed to find the 
Meningococcus, but do find other varieties of bacilli with 
turbidity. This complication has characterized many cases from 
the lower Yukon North to this point, fourteen deaths having oc- 
curred in one village beyond the iindicott Mountains and to the 
best of my knowledge from mningeal involvement. And the fatal 
issues have followed the epidemic North to an alarming extent, 
all deaths having been reported as from "Convulsions", and "Spasmg¢ 
and “Fits" with stiffening of muscles and spine. In Wainwright 
seven children have died, all from this fearful involvement ls te 


in the disease. 
My long experience with Whooping Cough in, states, wo in 

country and in city as well, has resulted in-boundless faith in 

the vaccines therefor as produced within and introduced from, rhaps, 


the Rockefeller Foundation (I am not sure as to that, laboratory, ) 
have proven most helpful, phenomenally so in some cases. ‘This 
epidemic found me w but small amounts on, hand which had come 
up the year I left74nd which, like the antixin for Diphtheria, had 
been placed in a deep cellar and had frozerf, were found to bexm% at) Cup 
inert. <A plane was announced as coming for commercial purposes 
from far interior, and + wired the U.S.Public Health for this 
remedy, two small vials being sent from Fairbanks as a result. 
Many doctors condemn this vaccine as useless, and this doctor 

in Fairbanks wired me that I would find it valueless. But it 
Saved the day for us, and in my opinion not a few lives were con- 
served. I have long mintaiyed, privately and in our medical 
societies back hom, thatsBhystéians do not use it boldly and 

in a proper manner, that there is undue fear of it, that used 
Pony ae wisely it is a most valuable remedy, for so J have 

ound it. 


This last week, Miss Kate Allen, the Government nurse in 
Wainwright, cam into Barrow with her mother, the native wife 
of Capt. Jim Allen, with broken ribs and internal injuries 
had en route down coast some loo miles from her tow, to look 
after seriously ill from Pertussis in Point Lay. For a week 
she had remained at home, the school teacher attemtping to 
care for her fractures, when she turned all work in the village 
over to him and she came to our hospital. She brot letters from 
some indicating extreme fear account the number of deaths and 
the unchecked ra BERS yf Ypeoping Cough, particularly from 
Mrs. Morris, - of a white man, son of a Presbyterian Elder 
in Seattle, the Morrises having recently come in from the far 
Coronation Gulf country ani remaining in Wainwright for the 
winter. ‘er two lovely little babies were very seriously ill. 
After getting Miss Allen in fair shape by proper dressings, I eomct_— 
determined on going to ainwright, and took Miss Komedall with 
mee it was well I did.” In three days or parts thereof we 
cared for sixty cases, using vaccine in the more seriously 
ill, and turned the tide. In three days as said we returned, 
having been away from Barrow just six days. Seven had died in 
Wainwright, but wleft all doing excellently well and I fear 
no further fatalities. Ii lined up the school teacher so that 
he will be able to prescribe ordinary remdies, making up for 
him one gallon of ‘stock’ solution from which he can fill 
bottles as patients comee Miss Allen is yet in bed, and is far 
from convalescent, she having ’balked' soon after my departure 
and had gone over to visit the Browers, bandages removed, etc. 
I read the riot act to her and put her in bed under strict 
orders, where we now have here Nurses and doctors make foolish 
patients. Incidentally, I brot back from “ainwright a lovely 
young sixteen yr old girl, a half-breed, with’ second stage of 
Tuberculosis Pulmonalis. I will do all I can for her, but so 
want that porch that I may put her outside. JimMU/sns Tlau took es Sov7h yack 


yratis 


Miss Komedall is doing fairly well. She is earnest, if 
lacking in training. I am beginning to believe that western 
nurses do not measure up to the standard of “aster trained 
women. I have mt ane eve, worked with a number of them, and 
without exception they, dk /tra ining. Miss Kate Allen had but 
two yrs of high school, two yrs and two mos training ina | 


small-- very small hospital wherein no infectious diseases are 


was registered bd lr forr/4, “¢) 


accepted. She, receives, hamewes, a salary of $1900 per annun,. 
nearly thrice that of our nurses in Barrow Hospitale 

Sub rosa, I hear that she is far from satisfactory, is 

losing interest in her work, and I doubt if she will retain her 
job long in “ainwright, suspecting that she will perhaps be 
assigned elsewhere. This, as suggested, is not for publication. 
The difficulty is, the work worries her since she is not properly 
prepared therefor, altho the Bureau of “ducation has sought to 
load her down with responsibility, mking of her a doctor, 

She uses more morphine in a month than w use in five yrs in 
Barrow Hospital. "A little knowledge isa dangerous thing." 

These young nurses, too, are the target for all unattached 

men within the far North, travellers, trappers, etc. The Rt. 
Rev. Peter T. Rowe, Bishop of Alaska (Episcopal,) tells me that 
he finds it difficult to retai y/nurse Q@&Seessh more than or 
or two yrs since they marry d iddve him. If Miss Mueller cared 
to discuss such matter, she would tell of her numerous offers of 
matrimony during the four yrs of residence up here. It at least 
disturbs a nurse to be chased the while, distracts her, and 

not infrequently gets her mind from oe epee, Miss Komedal 1 
tells me that she promised you to remai pas Ore than two years, 
and if we can retain her that long it now would appear that we 
will do well. She is being courted most energetically by this 
young Mr. Ford from the Smithsonian, here doing archeological re- 
search. This, again, sub rosae “e is worthy, doubtless, and 

a gentleman, but + do wish our nurses might be allowed to work 

in peace. I reiterate that said in the past, I deem it wise to 
choose nurses a little past early youth. Some of us would extertanh 


less anxiety as to them. 


Il am deeply disturbed by the proposal to transfer Barrow Hos- 
pital to the Office of Indian Affrs. Of this have heretofore 
writte¥ but suffice it to say that in my humble opinion we will 
rue the cay fg gpg’ it upon this organization. It is not re- 
lief from this’ burden,we should seek, but rather to extend our 
influence as to evangelism. The hospital is our one great mans 
to an end. Medicine is not the Gospel, but even our Lord avail- 
ed Himself of healli to create an entre' to mns' hearts, to 
force the doces. ake rin confidence, and for that purpose only. 
For years I have studied the Bureau of “ducation men, personally 
and in harness, the men and their work, from Nome North, and le ve 
been within their spitals, their schools, and am largely per- 
suaded we ca Vv tle fellowship with the personnel. Godless 
young men, m ferialists, rationalists, adventurers, men in want 
of jobs mrely, interested not so much in their work as in the 
opportunity to earn a bit and see som life, treating the natives 
as mere ‘cases',not living sols, and 1 am sick of it all. 

To now turn this hospital over to such an outfit; wd 1 the Dep't 

of Schools and Hospitals knownot what they are considering. 

Would Dr. Grenfell do it, were he here? itesthewseS? Herdly. 

I venture to say that we will all live to see the day that the act 
will prove far reaching as to disaster, a calamity, and when too 
late we may and probably will appreciate it. But 1 am told 

the budget will not tolerate the necessary expense of this hospital. 
Is it the budget, or does it suggest a limited faith? 1 venture to 
“say and without fear of success‘ul contradiction that, what we 
need to do is to get on our knees seeking light if God would not 
have us advance our cause, extend our work, branch out boldly, 


add workers, to the end that we may avail ourselves of a) wrt 
every possi ble opportunity for evangelism. We have the/ machinery, 
but we lack workers. With one min added to the staff, a capable 
spiritually minded minister, full of ‘horse! sense, a sort of 
"eack of all trades, a preacher of the Word, trained, so that 
he or I might be on the road mostof the time, first one and then the: 
other, covering this thousand miles of coast, seeking out the 
ill, send them down to hospital, teach and preach the Gospel every- 
whene amid these many small villages now utterly neglected. Error 
1s creeping in. Many there are to the Castward, gone for twelve 
yrs from Barrow, who have not heard the Gospel in interum. Sin, 
wickedness, licentiousness, are rife. The young are growing up 
with no adequate knowledge of the Truth. My elders occasionally 
Gover this vast territory, some few of them, but rarely. They re- 
turn and report: "I tried to remmber to tell them what you said, 
but I don't know it well enough; I give them good advice at least.” 
But ethics is not the Way of life. We need to preach hell and dam- 
nation, to save some as by fire. We can eas ily lead the Eskimo, 
but we may never drive them. "‘Advice" is well, but it is forgotten 
Over night. Pastoral letters, of which I have written many to be 
read in their small gatherings by travellers, are listened to 
as with a sweet song, to be relegated to the back of their minds 
ere the sun sets. A mn filled with the Spirit is needed, one who 
is fixed to go to them. I cannot do that in that I have been 
sorely disappointed in not having had travel equipment. Dogs of 
right sort, well kept, are needed. + had so hoped that my mota - 
cycle would serve me well, but to date it is proving otherwise. 
It have in twelve yrs not gotten east of Point Barrow, twelve miles 
up coast. The six- to seven-hundred sotlis Hast of the real 
Point Barrow are without the Gospel. It is no fault of mine since 
with all the eloquence at my command I presented these needs when 
in New York in 1926--'28. My skirts are clear. I am here to serve 
and to be spent, ani+ hold not my life or my comfort dear, but 
the church should do her part. To now seek to get out from under, 
to unload this hospital, our one great factor whereby and through 
which we reach many, is to my mind rather unworthy the great 
Presbyterian Church. 1 speak with some earnestness, but it 
comes fron my heart and from seriously deep conviction. Letters 
by the many score come to m from peoples to the .astward, begging 
letters, pleading letters, letters full of tears &nd prayers and 
heart aches, urging, arguing, demanding, that we come to them with 
such help as we can give. Mr. Lopp, the late Chief of the 
Bureau of “ducation, told me: “Let them come to you." He knew: 
not of what he spoke,, knowing so little of this far North situation, 
Incidentally, I managed to get him to see the light later, and on 
the very eve of his enforced resignation through diabolical politics, ana 
he sat up until 3 A.M. one night in campany with me, enthusiastically 
planning a great boarding school here in Barrow hard by "Your 
church and the religious atmosphere of the Christian hospital", that 
at least the uneducated children of those to the Sastwari might hae 
the saving grace which coms from the school, Sunday School, church, 
and hospital, or rather comes through them, and he was a convert to 
my way of thinking, but only after many hours of argument and the 


presentation of Fae ee SOP RH | Be Bhin Cnoge No, we must not-- may not 
without stultifying our obligato to Him, as * see it, sell out. 
Given the workers, support, equipment, we could do, would do, a 
monumental service for God and the church. Without hospital, this 
mission would inevitably become unhorsed, shorn of much of her 


influence up and down this coast,and almost surely. 


7_— 


What Ba row Mission needs,,as 1 see it, and that from many years 
Study of this field, is not to seek relief from burdens assumed, 
but rather to go boldly forward in His Name. We would better (1) 
secure sO soon as we may one or two native workers, well trained 
as will Percy +palook prove on his retum from Dubuque, to be 
settled at strategic points perhaps to the far eastward; (2) one 
additional minister not necessarily medically trained, to relieve 
in part the medical man, the two to alternately travel up and down 
coast seeking out the sick, preaching the Word, advising the native 
workers, etc., and (3) a Bible-treained graduate nurse in Wainwrigt, 
to replace so Se AE be the Government nurse now there lacking 
in training and) in’ s#irytual interest as to the natives. Again an d 
(4) most surely we vould w@® have travel mans.-- I regard that as 
all but a sine quo non. I venture to suggest that the Bible-trained 
graduate nurse in ainwright might be taken over by the Office of 
Indian Affrs., her salary paid by the Department, but serving also the 
Church. This is not impossible, as I seefit, if a right approach is 
had through Dr. Rhodes, Head in Washington. Prejudice locally 
oh part of the District;Sup*t in Kotzebue would prevent her appoint- 
ment, if he be first approached. He told me frankly that he would 
Oppose any suggestion looking to the church ‘@ nominating nurses 
anywhere, or teachers of the proposed great boarding school in Barrowe 


Theat Dist. Sup't is absolutely A ee hi to any close mite pial of 
church ani the Bureaus and by that I mean, is unalterably opposed to 
"Entangling alliances”, His experience with the Quakers has soured him. 


The Rev. Wm. A. Thomas, with whom you sat at lunch in a restau- 
rant in Nome in 1925, a few minutes before you took a small motor 
boat for St.Michael,;, for eight yrs Episcopal missionary in Point Hope, 
and for two or more yrs Archdeacon of tle Yukon, the son of a Pres- 
byterian elder now deceased, married to a Presbyterian girl who en- 
tered the Episcopal communion only after her marriage to Mr. Thomas, 

a thoroughly trained university man, and with splendid seminary 
training, both his schools being in the Bast, trained throughout 
grades and high school in an Episcopal military school of high 
standing in the East, a spiritually minded man of rare qualities, 

and for years a very deAly,loved friend of mine, nowarector in 
Arizona, is one of whom ‘I wuld speak. Some tim since, ina 

letter to him, “I suggested rather lightly that he relieve me in 
Barrow when I shsll go out on furlough. His and his wife's heart are 
yet in Alaska. They resigned in Point Hope because,and solely be- 
cause, of local conditions, the activitiesof certain old shamans who 
had intimidated him and opposed Mrs. Thomas in her nursing activities. 
Mr. Thomas was anxiousywhen gone from the village,as to his family. 
Be it said par@nthetically, Mrs. Thomas is a nurse, a graduate 

of one of the better Hastern hospital§ and cared for the sick with her 
husband$ assistance and for eight years in Point Hope. Hers is a 
delightful personality, and both he and she are spiritually minded, 
thoroughly orthodox, true to the Word, possessing childlike faith in 
its eternal verities. ‘+o my somwhat surprise, Mr. Thomas in a note 
just received says: "I am thinking very seriously of acting on yar 
suggestion, but will write you at length shortly.” In time, 
therefore, you may hear from him. 

My thought has been, ra ther than chance an untried man, a half- 
educated doctor and poorly trained man in Bible and in Christian 
doctrine to serve this difficult people, we would do wll to secure a 
carefully chosen man sought out well in advance. Mr. Thomas is thor- 
aps fe sympathetic with our form of government and with our standards. 


He is an all-around good man, capable as fixer of br 
s oken machine 
"spa a ated in a small way, (erected many smaller buildings fore 
ig heccrsereatrsccne and did it well, as + observed when there 
; n 1924,) is careful, tactful, a thorough-going 
missionary. Bishop P. T. Row is his very good friend and that 
unqualifiedly. The Bishop told m in 1929 that he did all he 
tng met iad eat could to retain him on the field, but to no avail. 
° it emia a Nah be Small children, the first born in 1924, 
RA irs de ie ie, + are willing to sacrifice much for the benefit 
ah Pa i are willing, if it be His and your will, to 
: g separately, I to go out in 3955, mayhap, to do such 
Promotion work as the Board my elect, to get “avid in school, and to 
return as early as may be after General Assembly. Mrs. Greist is 
a host in herself, a graduate of the great Englewood Hospital in 
Chicago, with post-graduate training in childrens' hospitals 
with long war experiance in Spanish American War, cited by the 
War Deptt for her outstanding services, selected by the great Nicholas 
Senn to accompany him to the Phillipines during that war to reorgan- 
ize the nursing work there, which servive however fell through, 
ami for a time was Dr. John Murphy's private nurse, Murphy the Great, 
of Chicago. She was Ass't Sup't of the large Helena Mont hospital for 
eight mos until her health broke. And she would be capable here even 
in absence of a doctor, but would have to have assistance. Mrs. 
Thomas, if sent with her husband, would prove the very person 
needed. The Thomases would reside within hospital, while Mrs. 
Greist would have domicile within hospital. The native nurses, 
now quite well trained, would prove her resident night helpers. 

Mr. Thomas has yet toe xpress himself as to how long he wuld 
care to remain on this coast, but I rath r suspect he would at first 
consider coming for the year only. However, 1 am sure of one thing, 
he would seek to be in God's will. “e has no quarrel with his 
church, far from it, and is a coming man in Arizona diocese, but as 
said, his heart is within Alaska. “e is a strong preacher, yet knows 
full well how to present the Gospel to the native. “e has a wonderful 
baritone voice which has been well trainede “e is a man of strong 
outstanding personality as you may remembere In my opinion, we 
would look long and far ere finding a better minister and all- 
around good man for Barrow during furlouBkh of the doctor. His 
wife alone would be a strong argument in his favor. i trust, therefay 
if the way opens therefor, you will carefully consider him for service 
here during my absence in 1933 or at such other time as the Board 
may decide to allow me to go to states, Thomas loves the trail 
as evangelist, has an all but uncanny influence over the Eskimo, 
appeals to them, possesses their undivided love in Point Hope saving 
as to the "medicine men,” and would do us good service, loyally 


true to God and the church. 


The tracter continues to give very splendid service, but we 
use it with care. Ani because I have made a stove from an oil tank 
and placed same in garage in newly repaired portion of basement, I 
can warm the tracter, dry it out, amd ‘groom’ it with some comfort. 
Stored in mere open sheds, at temperatures of forty below, such care 
was impossible. In this warm room I have that which I have long 
needed, a place in which repairs of various sorts may be had. 

I will place work-bench therein, vices, forge, power dribls, etc. 
With that tracter I am now able to harvest ice from a lake gravel 
bottomed, near two miles from the hospital, the water from which is 


far more potable than is that had fran the small pond one-half 

mile distant from mission premises, whence formerly we had our 

ice and water, traction then being by dogs. We draw two large sled 
loads at one tim, many tons thereon. And the expense saved is 
mounting into three figures rapidly. That tracter has far more 

than paid for itself. If the hospital must be sold to the Goverment, 
I shall assuredly hope to be able to retain the tracter. 


As to the church, I have frequently cut out the night service 
this winter and that for various reasons, (1) because of my manifold 
labors, (2) »beca we have so many services during the day (Sunday 
School at.9 A.M Morning service at 10:30, (6) Junior Endeavor at 
oS PM; and @) Senior Endeavor to which the entire populace go, at 5 P. 
Me Even the Junior Endeavor is oft times attended by many elderly 
people.f/JIt costs quite an alarming sum to mintain heat within 
the church from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. By calling off the evening service 
fires are allowed to die out at 6 otc, and we calculate a saving of 
at Least $5 thereby, daily. This is not always being done but in the 
effort to canserve our coal this last winter I have done so often. 
Then ego have had several funerals Sunday Afternoons, the 
winter. The morning sermond is forthwith forgotten, if another is 
heard in late evening. I sometimes think that with this people 
it is better that they remember at least one discourse and its ap- 
plications. The Eskimo have exceedingly poor memories as to matters 
Scriptural, and that relatively, I think. The reasons are manifold, 
and we are seeking to overcome it through enforced thinking in 
English, training the young people to so do. I mintain a study class 
in systematic English Bible within manse, meting after prayer meeting 
held in church. All whites connected with the mission attend, as well 
as one or two others, but the wrk is planned particularly for the 
better trained-in-inglish young peopke of native birth. 

l have long enjoyed this partictlar work. I get out study sheets on 


Mimeograph. -- When I can, at least. 
e journal asked for by wire to Fairbanks, the requisition (OF 
forwarded to you by mail through Rev, J. k. Youel, is nee py 

You sent me a book last year, but it was a, TeckoirseodakK not what- 

I wanted at all, as I advised later. i wish an old fashioned "Jaurnal? 
which is practically the same as a cash book, with date line to extren& 
left, and with two columns for entries at extreme right, debits and 
credits. This book should be about 9" x 14" in size, of good EO GK se 
and substantial binding. Dr. Jas. H. Condit secured my first,one fo 

me in 1981, aniit is full. It is a "Hoffman" Flat Opening, feather- 
bound book with ledger paper, 300 pp. 


I_may be forced to send further requisitions by wire, as far as 


Fairbanks, or even to Seattle, since the heavy work of tle year leaves 
us even now low as to some necessities. Mr. Banks has said that 

this is not as it should be, that I should anticipate my needs as far 
as possible. But that is a most difficult if not impossible thing to 
do as any physician or Hospital sup't will frenkly tell you, altho 
few if any men wn states can know the handicap of receiving supplies 
once per annum only, and could not fully appreciate my position, 
doctor or superintendent tho they may bee And Mr. Banks cannot 


§ tain a ve large stock of wide selection 
Ce Le ee 1b eh we wil ‘sure y find ourselves short at times. 


I am hoping to soon make another attempt to make skiis for my 


motor cycle which will enable me to use same with some satisfaction. 

As yet it is not practical. The skiis brot m at heavy expense are 
Suited better for a logging wagon, to mke*of same a sled. 

If I fail utterly, I will crate this machine for shipment to 

states, hoping to salvage somwhat from it. Its cost to me to date 

has beem $736. The new Ford motor "Snow-mobile" with caterpillar 

tread behind and skiis in front, as used by Admiral Bird in the Antart- 
tic, appears as very useful, and I but wish'I had ordred one instead of 
this thing. I then perhaps would have been enabled to get as far 

Hast as Barter Island with little difficulty and in fomfort. 


In rel Dick Hall, and his activities in buying deer for 
or_in name of a half-breed lad. There appears on surface no irregu- 


larity 4s to this. Twelve years since he was under arrest for 
bastardy, charges filed by a native womans He paid a heavy fine, 

gave the woman $500 as I understand, and took the baby, and has 

raiged that boy to date, caring for him tenderly, treating him as 

his own son, calling him such, and proposes to soon send him to states 
for an education. The boy looks much like him, an@ in my opinion is 
probably his own off-spring. He has legally adopted him. In this 
case, assuming my best informtion to be correct in all particulars, 
Dick Ha’ l has a right to purchase female reindeer in name of that 

son of his, a half-breed boy. The latest ruling by the Dep't has it 
that, in case of death of a native wife, or the Balf-breed children 
of a white mn, female deer having been bot and paid for in any 

manner whatsoever, the deer revert to the Government for re-distribu- 
tion. In cases, this works a real hardship upon the white husband or 
father, since he may have put very considerable sums into this stock. 
But he has no recourse. It is creating some serious criticism 

On part of owners-- or the husband or father of natives and half-breeds. 
However, there anpears as yet no other solution at once practicable an 
acceptable. Dick Hall undoubtedly knows all this full well. 

I am persuaded, therefore,that you need entertain no fears in premises. 
I am not advised as to the extent of his purchases, but I imgine 

them to be small. I fear this man is being used as a mere camouflage 
to hide larger offenders. He is a very simll1 potato in a very large 
field. The Lomens an others like them who have gotten female deer 
from the Lutheran mission and the Lapps, these are the menace. 

They are unscrupulous in that they purposely allow their deer to 

mix with native herds and then take all the déér, native herds as well 
as their om, killing off and shipping carcasses bearing native brands. 
The half has ne’er yet been told. The only solution is a house 
cleaning. Congress sends & man or men to check up or to investigage, 
and he or they are wined and dined and entertained and deceived by 
Judge Lomen and his Rirelings, and are sent back to .ashington with 

a report written in the office of the Lomens and by fhe Lomen sten- 
ographers which has been largely dictated or criticised by the 

skilled lawyers of the Lomen interests. It is all bosh. 

The people of central Alaska know how it is, and those of Bering Sea and 
Straits country do, but they are not given opportunity to be heard in 
Washington. Could Seward Peninsula folk be permitted a voice therein 
possibly then something would be donee But no Eskimo'ts word is 

taken in any Alaska court as against a white mn's testimony-- never. 
The whole outrageous matter makes me sick, disgustedlyyso. 


The Loman Interests and their pernicious ways have not 

as yet adversely effected the reindeer n this side of the 
Sndicott mountains, to my knowledge, and , think 4 would be quickly 
advised were it othervise. But in my Opinion, and because of the 
wonderfully rich grazing lands this @ide the mountains and this 

Side of Point Hope, it is but a mtter of time until the Lomens will 
invade the North. Like the Roman Church, they hasten slowly, 

Making sure of every step ere taking another. Once they cross 

the mountains and invade this territory, then our peace will have 
ened the natives' interests have suffered irretrievably. Many 
eusands, countlees thousands wild caribou are this side the 
mountains, ranging from the Canadim border Westward annually, 

but ordinarily from fifty miles from'ithéncoast to and through the 
mounteins Southward. This herd approached Fairbanks in 1928, acct 
heavy snow am lack of food in mountains andi North, and the government 
sought to estimate them. The herd as viewed from a plane was ten 
miles long and from two to four miles wide, and were thickly 

packed together, reasonably so as are cattle. As to what 

part if any this herd of caribou will play with large herds of deer 
remains to be seen. The bucks seek to steal femalé deer, to get 

them within the larger herd. Native herders shoot the caribou bucks 
at once notwithstanding they breed a much larger ami better deer. 

The Lomens would probably am almost surely adopt the policy of shooting 
all caribou and for shipment, snnbping their fingers at the so-called 
game conservation laws, first allowing the herds to mix, which mixure 
with native owned herds seems to be the scheme even now. This car- 
ibou herd approached within fifty or seventy-five miles of Barrow this 
winter. We could have gotten our annual supply of meat therefrom had 
I had any means of getting to them and bringing home the killed. 


I am pleased that the fox skin sent you appeals. You will 
remember that this was sent as a donation from one man towards the 
fund we are lovally raising towards church repairs. Years since, Mr. 
Sanks rWled that any and all funds of Barrow Mission shall be sent to 
the Board. Consequently we have never been allowed a local fund of 
any sort, not even a deaconts fund in cash. Every penny received 
is reported to the Treasurer. But the session determined on raising 
this fund privately, not offitially through church channels, and this 
that we may retain it and have its disposal in charge. The skin be- 
longs to this fund. The reminder of this "Repair Fund" is in my desk. 
I personally guaranteed payment for such lumber as Captain Backland 
would bring as per my requisition sent him directly. But if this 
skin be sold in New York and you hand the proceeds to the treasurer, 
then we will be defeated in our efforts. The Eskimo will believe 
I have played them some sort of trick. I ought keep the funds in one 
flace, either here or with the Treasurer, but if with the treasurer 
then it causes him to enter it of record as a special fund, anit [I 
shall have to make official record of it in my reports to the 
treasurer, a complication I do not wish. You know an? I know 
that the Board would in all probability allow us to wait for 
many vears ere she would sanction local repairs, regardless as 
to source of the funds. I would therefore suggest the return of the 
sale receipts from the skin to the writer. And rest assured of our 
appreciation as to your good offices in premises. 


Moral conditionsin this village are far above the average of the 


lad 
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Of like or larger size in states, I venture to assert. For many 
long years this church session has been the sole legal authority 

in evidence, the U.S.Cemm'r repeatedly resfusing to take cognizance 
of middemeanors, leaving all to the church court. However, last year 
a new commissioner did activate himself and placed a number of 

young people under suspended sente neces, threatening to send future 
offenders, or second-offenders to jail in Nom or elsewhere. 

And this after the session had passed judgment upon these same 

young people for fornication or adultery. It was a general break-down, 
a psychological problem to m, which for a bit spread like wild- 
fire. With the commissioner's threat hanging over the community I 
am little fearful of further difficulty. And yet, I regret that 

it had to get into legal courts. Were the universities of co-ed 
variety to be aired, I dare suggest that all too often they would 
show a state of licentiousness infinitely far in advance of Barrow. 
And * get this from students, not fron mgazirms which publications 
very generally seek to cover up the real facts. The only sdequate 
manner fora magazine writer to zet facts would be to enter the 
Classes as a student, live with students in sororities, cultivate 

the confidence of the girls, and then she would knowe And too 

often she would have to say, 95% are paramours of male students. 

Andi I have reason to believe conditions in many Presbyterian colleges 
are little better. You elderly preachers know little about it. 

But the average boy or girl can with difficulty fool a doctor. 

Nor am I pessimist by profession. On the whole, therefore, I am 
rejoicing as to moral conditions in Barrow, 


No churéh report sheets, attached as formerly to vouchers, 


have been received this last year. I em, therefore, unable to 
report as ordinarily. Whether the fault rests with the stated 


clk.of presbytery, or within the treasurer's office, I know not. 


Il am so sorry you could not have had Miss Komedall take a 
short four weeks training in anaesthesia. I am hors de combat as 
to major surgery. I cannot give ether and operate in major manner 
at same time. It hurts my pride to havejto dismiss these operatives 
cases to the young'surgeon' aboard the Révenue Cutter, a man who 
has had very far from my training. “ust why you did not ask for 
this training, or provide therefor, is to m unknown. It would 
have cost little. 


S) 


My athies are with Vainwright church in their contention 


that the Board has very largely neglected them. Thet Sunday School, 
is true, has been ‘fadopted' by a woman through the office of Dr. Somern- 
dyke and on my urgent appeal. But with that exception we have invested 
little other than my rmther rare trips dom that way. The church 
yet mets within the school house, which the Bureau of #ducation 
insists is as much an injustice to the church organization as to them 
selves. We are none too welcome within the school-house. Wainwright 
is a growing village, with a dozen or perhaps a core new houses of splend- 
id character. iI have near two vhundred members down there. 
They are as propsperour or more so than are the people of Barrow. 
We should build for them a sml1l chapel, with dispensary and 4 

' quarters in connection. J suggested plans several yrs since. 
Bane hav offers as follows: Dick Hall, $100 of lumber; Mr. B. F. oe 
Evans, $100 cash; Mr. Jim Allen to do his proper part, and to give his 
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time as well to the construction; the natives have agreed to 

do all long shoring and all carpentry free of any charges, and 

I rather think I can raise quite a sum through donated fox skins. 
But that people are discouraged since years are passing and no 
investment is had on part of the %oard towards their church. 

i repeat, my sympathies are with then. 


When at home in promotion service, my hands were tied in that 
I was not permitted liberty to discuss the real outstanding needs of 
Been er ton as I see those needs, to mention only needs as recog- 
nized by the b t. , The es of the New York Synodical, through 
Mrs. Peter sate? Ree #h.885 Ged oh offered me one thousand dollars far dogs 
and corral, with harness, sleds, etc. But the Promotion Dep't 
‘called’ both m and her in premises, ani ordered the matter closed. 
I cannot believe this is entirely as it should be. I readily 
appreciate the arguments of the Board, and understand them well, 
nevertheless believe a far reaching injustice is had through re- 
fusal of any and all ‘specials' unless those specials are first 
recognized at 156 Fifth Ave.., Dr. Grenfell woulghot get very far 
in his evangelism were he so handicapped. It may be legally right, 
proper from a business man's standpoint, but from a spiritually util- 
itarian position I mintain it is unjust to both the mission, and the 
missionary, a man with ordinary intelligence and long business experiencG 
even tho he be now but a mere missionarye The Board did ‘not always 
so limit Dr. S. Hall Young. -- At least he succeeded in same manner 
in escaping the hedging-in. There are so many folk over the church 
who wish to give directly to the fisld rather than through the'melting 
pot} ss some term it. I also readily see wherein this my work chaos 
in time and if unrestricted, as to the budg2t as a whole. But opposition 
Z# can be carried too far, as I see itf rom my smell observation 
point. 


I have been many days_in writing this long and disconnected 
etter. Often times have i been interrupted in midst @ a sentence. 
ardon errors and verbosity. 


Miss tmily Morgan, now sup't Nome Hospital, wires me, asking that 
1 in turn wire her, asking her to come to %arrow for a little special 
nursing, for an anaesthetic, or what not, a mere excuse which she 
can-in turn offer the Revenw Cutter to the end that she may secuge 
free passage to Jarrow and return this sumamr. She wishes a trip. 
I cannot consent to become a party to such affair. 


I am advised by the Rev. W. I’. Baldwin that conditions within 

Nome Hospital are far from satisfactory to him. He alledges 

that the natives of Nome are being charged $4 per diem for any and 
all hospital service, that it is either pay or stayraway. 
There is a great uproar as to it. “e appears as out of it. 
That Methodist hospital has moneda failed as to any evangelical 
nfluence either within or without its doors. There Oo \ aut 
bs foot a mtter of erection of a large Som! 6 eT, A fe! ie 
The oppositiom to the Metfodist outfit has gone that far. 

It is very long since there has been a Christian physican connected 
with that institution. Things are not what they should be. 
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The legislature recently enacted a statute, taxing all 
practicing physicians within Alaska $10 per annum. In default 


of this tax being promptly paid early esch year, the licentiate 
may have his license rescinded. 4 paid my tax under protest. 
take the position that, since l am not doing a private practice, 
that Since our work is charitable, I ought not pay the tax. How- 
ever, i doubt not the collector of taxes, the Treasurer of the 
Territory, will have no volition than to collect since the 
only exception made in statute is full time U.S.Public Health 
officers. I am charging this tax to the Board on local 
books, and will show same another sani-annual reporte My license 
cost me many days in Juneau, ami oa fee of $25. -- the license was 
had from a personal written examination covering eight hrs each 
day and for four days. I cannot je opardize the recorded license. 
The Board paiifor that license. +here is now a heavy penalty 
for practicing without license, and we will do well to bear this 
in mind when commissioning further medicel men for Barrow Hospital. 
Lt sometimes wish I could be commtssioned in the U.S.Public Health 
Service as then my travel and much of my work would come 
under the Service and expenses likewise would be paid. But I 
doubt if the rules of that service would permit me to be establish- 
ed permanently in on2 place as in Barrow. However, there is such 
& mn in Fairbanks. Will you kindly look into this at your 
leisure or pleasure? Such appointment wold entail a written 
examination at the U.S.Navy Station in Chicago, but I could teke 
that examination when at home. My physical health would, possibly, 
cut me out, however, since I am past age and am not entirely sound 
as to this neuritis. However, the man in Fairbanks is as old as 
am I, and 1 think he secured his appointment but two or three yrs 
Since. Conditions of appointment may be less severe than I think. 
And some appointments may not carry commissions therewith, written 
examinations thus and then not being required. I know not. 


Percy Ipalook, now in his second year in Dubuque under pra oc 
la 


of presbytery, will be returning either this or next summer, 77 ov 

LIL trust to have full orders with his retum to Barrow for service. 
I would suggest that you give me saw liberty in premises, that I 
may have some scope for judgment as to placing him to the “astward 
(or in ainwright, as case may be,) for service. It is expected 
that he “would bring a wife with him They ought be able to erect 
from drift wood a comfortable home ,astward, such as natives build, 
anf at very small cost. This would perhaps be the wiser plan as in 
a very few yrs they would possibly be removed to some more strategic 
point, the population drifting in som degree. Simple furniture 
would be necessarily purchased to cost not more than $350. 
Equipped with dogs he would do a wonderful work up and down that 
far Bastern coast, to which coast I have never bee@m permitted to 
go through no fault of mines Wainwright can use Percy well, 

but we as yet have no building there. One could be rented as 
residence at small cost per annum, but he would be far from inde- 
pendent in absence of chapel. To “astward he would hold services 
in homes only, at least for an indefinite time. 

Knowing Percy as I know him intimately and we ll, his outstanding 
personalit AS ituality, I expect great things frm him. 
He is Pi xesdt, student, unassuming, modest, teachable,« Lao wre, 
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April ist, 1932. 


Mr. Morelander, Dist. Sup't the Bureau of Indian Affrs., from 
his office in Kotzebue, came in last night, and brot a few 
letters, among them two or three from you, notably the two under 
date of January 25th. I also note the letter attached to the 
carbon copies of protests with respect to the re-appointment 
of Judge Loien of Nome. I am happy to have these. 


I 

I aa rejoiced a7 t in my labors was however faulty,/have 
your earnest -/ Il am encouraged and thank God that in it all 
I have the confidencé of the church, the Board and yourself. I 
am at all times seeking to serve and do it as to th Lord. 
The work grows a little harder as the years go by, the itineraies 
a little more arduous, difficult, more ennervating account cold 
and hardships, but withall I enjoy it and wish to have His "Well done" 
Mayhap, when i return another period, v.D., I can secure and bring 
with me travel facilities now knowm as all but necessities. 
We should by all’ mans seek to limit the hardships attendant upon 
travels It saps the very life of a man, bleeds him white as to 
vitality» <A long experienced and hardy Eskimo boy recently came 
in from a trip to Barter Island for a San Francisco Company, carrying 
despatches up that way bb trading posts. That boy had made the 
trip as an Uskimo travels, light, and had sough* to get back as 
early as may be, since he left a wife of but three &ays when he left. 
However, when he reachedhons again in seven weeks time, he looked 
haggard to last degree, thin, as tho he had but gotten out of 
hospital from a six weeks siege of Typhoid fever. He looked 
terrible. One reason was, he kept going, stopped not long any 
where, was hurrying, took no rest in camp. His dogs were thin as 
rails. The white man can travel, but he should go prepared. 
And I think I know how. I have in all travelled not far from 10,000 
miles behind dogs in Alaskae JI believe I have the outfit studied 
out fairly well. I believe I know what I need. 1 will want for it 


and surely if I return. 


I am glad you have anticipated some of thet I have written in 


this long letter, notably to_a minister and a nurse being em- 
ployed during our furlough, or mine, as case may be. Wa Agenwill 
have been able during the succeeding months or year-and -a-half 

to thresh this out to an approximate satisfactory solution. 

I hope you will keep in touch with that Chicago nurse, thoroughly tea, 
train professionally, anda graduate as wel 1 of Moody Bible 
Inst. I sent you her letter recently. She may prove a good find. 

I woule prefer to have an interview with these candidates ere we 


engage. them. 


I must close. Pardon, again, my long letter. I think, however, 
you will have gotten a fairly good look-in locally after reading 
all. altho you may DEV Op to take a day off to get it all. 
AY tg 


Prom a movin icture company in Hollywood 
6 hospital for six months for twenty-five actors 
Aug throughout winter, six mos or more. 


They propose a big picture up here. I of course will tell them we 
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Cannot consider it, an impossibility at best, and that if they come 
they will necessarily bring lumber, coal ete and prepare to 

Care for themsclves. They will have to erect a shack in which to 
live. Iam not at all enthusiastic as to having them on the coast, 
for that matter. Some of these folk may be gentlemen and decent 
women, but myrprejudices as to Hollywood people generally are 

not favorable. Booze, free love, Sabbath desecration-- it is not 
what we need here. ft would give employement to natives, and the 
Eskimo need the money and badly, but money is a poor substitute 

for much else. 


I do not now know that 1 will be able to write you more ere 
the outgoing mils of August. + will do my best to get this to 
you at once, by returning Mr. Morelander to Koz#zebue, and thence 
on to Nome, where planes carry it to upper end of railroad, and 
thence to Seward and to ship. 


May He hope to be sympathetically remembered in Shaye rs of the 
bretheren at 156 Fifth Ave. , and by you personally, ac sn, ped 


77 - foee'eh 


Henry ‘7 reist 


Yours sincerely, 


~ ! 


THE FARTHEST NORTH HOSPITAL ..- 
Point Barrow 


THE ESKIMO CHURCHES... 
Nuwuk, Point Barrow 
Ootkeavik, Barrow 
Olgonik, Wainwright 
Kingek, Cape Prince of Wales 


“THE NORTHERN CROSS’’... 

A unique sheet ~ Issued under difficulties, 
every little while ~ Just Over the Ice from 
the Pole ~ Printed by Mimeograph ~ Illus- 
trated by Eskimo ~ Sent out of the North 
by Dogs and Ship as is possible ~ Northern- 
most Publication in all the world ~ Protag- 
onist of Top-of-the-World Evangelism. 


REV. HENRY Ww. GREIST, » M. D. 


Fellow American Medi Assn. 

Superintendent and Missionary -in- 
Charge of the Presbyterian Hospital 
and Missions ~ The Dog-Mushing 
Doctor-Preacher of a Parish Covering 
One Thousand Miles of Arctic Coast. 


> 


Mrs. HENRY W. GREIST, R. N. 


Superintendent of Nurses, Director of 
Mothers’ and Babies’ Welfare Work. 


Point Barrow Presbyterian Hospital 
Ghe Presbyterian Missions of the Arctic 


(YUKON PRESBYTERY) 


August 30, 1934 


THE BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. “The Manse” 
156 Fifth Ave., New York Point Barrow, Alaska 
Dr. John M. Somerndike, 
Secretary, 
The Bd. of N. Missions, 
156, Fifth Ave., New York City. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 


Captain Backlamd arrived some three weeks earlier this year than 
last season, ice conditions being most favorable. And unloading of cargo 
proceeded with satisfaction. I had contracted with the Brower firm, as 
already said, to do our lighterage, and same was accomplished with dispatch 
amd with entire satisfaction. The coal was placed high up some 100 
feet from the sea and fully ten to fifteen feet above sea level, as was 
all freight, and my plan was never more justified than with this year since 
as I write a storm is prevailingu t sea with huge waves breaking upon 
the shore and water is reaching within three feet of our nicely piled up 
coal, but the coal is I believe perfectly safe. I am watching same with 
care. Had we placed it “Above tide water" only, as was fomerly done, 
our coal would,as with a trader's ceal today, be largely lost. The writer's 
chronic neuritis dates from a day back in 1929 when, seeking to save our 
coalin a like stom, the coal having been dropped near water's edge, he 
was forced to drive tracter in the emergency inte the water and became 
thoroughly wet, chilled, and without opportunity to change his garments. 
We lost some coal then, notwithstanding our best efforts. Not since that 
year have I consented to contract with any firm lightering. our coal and 
other supplies saving on basis of “High up on the ridge”. Formerly we 
paid $5 from ship's tackle to above tide water, but this year ? secured 
a far more favorable contract,"$3 from tackle of ship to high up on ridge", 


The ware-house as s@jmt us is a joy and is assuredly a blessing, I 
am even now building same and will have completed it within another 24 hrs, 
In it we will store all supplies other than perishables, all flour, sugar, 
dry groceries, hospital supplies such as cotton, gauze, extra bedding, 
mat tresses, blamkets and comforters, etc., etc. Iam building sane with 
two floors, or in other words, a min floor and a loft, and it is tightly 
built and well lined, It is suffieiently high above ground to escape 
the water from melting snows in spring. I of course had to hire 
native carpenters, but have paid them largely with barter goods, such as 
crackers, pilot bread, and from mission boxes. I will have paid out 
less than $100 in cash by way of wages, I think. Under the circumstances 
this is the very best 1 could do, The Eskimo workman is painfully 
careful as to details, slow, driving even a shingle-niil with four times 
@s many blows of the hammer as would a white man, but -- I cannot do better. 


John M. Somerndike -- 2 


pie | P cms 
j 7 


\ Greist of Point Barrow 


. 30, 1934. v 


Some time since in connection with my requested privilege of run- 

ning a covered passage way between hospital and coal sheds, you 

asked: "Just why was the coal house placed so far from the hospital?” 
The reason why we always seek to separate our buildings as faras my 
be, placing them as far apart as we can, is the matter of fire. 

We have no fire depattment within eight hundred miles, When one 
builing burns, all are in danger, Winds prevail almost all 

the time, sometimes fierce in extreme. When the school house burned 

a few years since, some two hundred yaris from the hospital, 

the roof of the latter took fire several times and men had to remain 
on the ro ofs of our buindings with wet sheets amd buckets of water 

as against emergencies from flying sparks, The sane occurred when 
our old manse burned in 1924-= the hospital was blistered amd took 

fire several times even tho the winds were in amother direction, 

The hazard is very great, As well keep the voal in basement of hospital 
as formerly as to build a cal house hard by hospital. I personally 
would feel the safer were it four times as far removed as now, 

For this reason only I placed the new warehouse just 155 feet from ha = 
pital. It is too near, but I could not well do better. 

It is not safe to place all our eggs in one basket, 


Unfortuantely no invoi e covering shipments this year, 
They may come in on amother vessel due first week in Septapber. 
We consequently cannot check on shipm@mts, not knowing what was sent, 
proces paid, etc. Goods may have gone astry, been delivered 
through error elsewhere, gotten mixed wi th others' receipts locally, 
all of which contingencies oerur frequently in the past, 


I have the new sled and view it with real satisfaction. 
It is however in my opinion hardly as strongly built as © would have 
liked. The manufacturers evidemtly believed I knew not what I 
wanted. I asked for a very strong sled, such as are used in the 
North woods with heavy logging. However, we will see, My old sleds 
hold as much as five toms each-=- have held that on more tham one 
occasion, but they have long runners, one on each side, two only in all, 
and turm with difficulty if drifts are bad or "Nigger heads” show 
through snow where snow is light, We occasionally break runners cons - 
quently. 4ad there been time in which to have had this sled 
built by the wagon manufacturers in South ,end, Indiana, the 
result no doubt would have been all that cduld have beam desired. 
However, we may find this sled all that we need, perfect, 
I do appreciate it so very much, ami thank the Board therefor, 


Percy Ipalook is here visiting his mother, Ev¥em as 1 write 
(Sepe7th —) the NORTH STAR is anchoring off Barrow, on which 

ship he takes mssage to Wales im return, He has helped me much. 
Worked with other men in building the ware-house, eight hrs a day, 
asking and accepting no wage whatever since he is now on salary 

with the Board, I am, however, presenting him with a box of pilot 
bread and sane of crackers since nome were received by him in Wales 
as per Miss Fanman's order, The local church, of which he was 

a manber since birth (baptised therein as infant, confirmed by 

a missionary here, and always a member), elected him to the ruling 
eldership in early August and he was forthwith ordained. Then I got 


in touch with presbytery by wireless and urged that hxe be licensed 


Johr Somerfidike -- 3 
Frog@@reist of Point Ba row 
Con ing letter as of Aug.30. 


"In absentio", I to act as commission for presbyterye 

Sinee Rev. Emil Winterberger is in statew, Bingle and Youel and 
writer constituted all om the field, a mjority as well as quorum, 
and we unianimously voted in affirmative, and “ was so commissioner, 
A searching examination in theology only evidenced his fitness for 
the licensure, and I publicly licensed on on the 2d inst after sermon, 
and we celebrated the Lard's Table later, adding thereby to the 
solemnity of his advancement to the licentiate. Me preached for us 
one night and acceptably. And now he cm go and will with some 
ecclesiastical backing which he could not have done without licemse. 
And we are one amd all rejoicing as to his prospects. He appears as 
emthusiasticly yielded to God, dadicated wholehearted.y to the propa ed 
service, and . doubt not he will succeed well and admirably in the 
most difficult field. Weles is sufficient to try any man's faith, 

it being one of the hardest on this entire coast among this primitive 
people as I personally know, I having served that field one year ere 
our hospital was opened in 1921, He hes vere testings ahead, 

He will be open to peculiar temptations scoureagememt, and temptations 
from bad girls, bad white mem, men who would "Queer" his work. 

I know. I have take him fully into my confidence as to what 1 know 
of that field. + have warned him intimately. I but wish he were a 
married man, that he had a capable and sympathetic wife to serve with 
him. He has become very interested in a most lovely girl here, whose 
mother is a half-breed, one of our best women, whose father is a ruling 
elder and full blooded #skimo. I have neither encouraged him 

as to mtrimony or discouraged him, but have placed no obstavles as to 
this promising girl, ome of my Sunday “chool teachers, one of our 
employed in hospital, a gooi cook and splendid housejeeper, one whow 
vould anyvhere be takem for a white girl of pleasing personality. 

She has finished work in local schools, She is but seventeem yrs of 
age and they will at least wait one year ere taking serious steps. 

But I think it is likely to prove a wedding in amother year, and if 

he asks therefor I recommend tliat he be allowed to come to Barrow 
another year on the Revenue Cutter to claim his bride, to return in 

a few days, ina week or so, on NORTH STAR, All this, in 

confidace, I well know this girl, and she is entirely worthy. 

She is exceedingly bright, vivacious, quick, alert, and she indicates 
her Irish ancestry predominently, She had a very splendid Irish 
granifather, even tho he ocmsionally got drunk on shore leave from 
his whaling ship. He treated his wife and his several half-breed chi il 
dren as well as any Jrishman ever treated his family, saving only his 


very rare spreese 


if 
Ms You will ,exgase typographical errors since I have written as 
slays with extreme rapidityAnd have no time in which to proof-read. 
Haag 1 more time I pergaps would have re-written same matters. 
I burn the midnight oil very, often, doing my desk work late at night 
preferably. The weather isjnclement and freezing as it rains. 
Much snow has been had, in,July six inches at one time, and it has 
snowed weekly during August. September bids fair to be a bad month. 
We are hoping the new parts for tracter are here since we can hardly 
get on without the traction, it saving us mny times its cost to date. 


It will cost m $250 to bring the loo tons coal fram beach to coal uses 
by dogse Wewill do it with tracter at a cost to exes c—~ ¥? 


Sincerely, 
probablye A hoe 5 W7 G-ef’st, M.De, Suptt 


, ; )/ dele 
Lofayette, Sudeane 
dofptenter |, 199 7- 
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156 Fifth Ave., New York Point Barrow, Alaska 


Dr. John M. Somerndike, Sece'y, 
1% Fifth Ave., New York. 


My dear Doetor Somerndike; 


With sincere regret I am compelled for the good of the service, as I 
truly believe, to address you in re Miss Stouffer's all but complete failure 
to measure up to the recuirements of this mission. To longer tolerate in 
silence the situation would be to court responsibility, in the end being 
justly held responsible for my silence, my failure to take you into my cone 
fidence. 


We were overjoyed at having her come to us, We hoped for great things, 
end proceeded to plan the service with that end in view, But she has seemed 
utterly incapable of adjusting herself to group service. One is tempted to 
charge mich of it to a lack of culture, but there remains much to be explain- 
ed. She is exceedingly austere, is impolite, sarcastic, intolerant of all 
suggestion and particularly of eny and all autharity. It is difficult if not 
impossiboe to approach her with a view toa better understanding. She prac- 
tically closes the door, apparently considering herself as infallible, that 
it is impossible for her to be in errar, that her position is always right 
and unassailable, And all courteous gestures, be they ever so kindly made, 
are spurned. Never have I mt with another such case, She is impossible.e 


And I throw up gy handse 


Within ten days, or at most & fortnight, he withdrew as completely as 
may be from any and ell association with us, all saving strictly in line of 
duty. She refused to appear at the dining table with the white staff, even 
when we entertein as we very occasionally have done, and that means, if Mrs. 
Greist or writer are presente But twice, I believe, since late in August 
has she sat at table with Mrs. Greist, md not ata@l when the writer has been 
present. Suspecting the possibility thatyit was I who embarassed her (for no 
good and sufficiemt reason, hovever), I withdrew from the group, returning to 
the mamse for my breakfasts and lunches, taking ny dinners only with Mrs. 
Greist. But it has made no difference-- has not improved the situation. 
Miss Stouffer carries food to the privacy of her bed-eroom and eats in 
solitude. A plate has been placed for.her until quite recently, and we 
invariably went for her, invited her with all courtesy to come to the 
board, but she treated all advences with silence-- utter silence. Nor has 
she proffered the semblance of en exphamtion, After rebuffs repeatedly 
had, we now pay no attention to her, kagWing it to be useless to further invite 
her to eat at the dining table. I my say with absolute honesty and all emphasis 


eo 


% 


- 


Dr. John M. Somerndike -- 2 
From Greist of Barror, 
Novenber 4, 1934, 


that never have we offered eny umbrage, nor was she treated other than with 
the utmost respect at teble, that respect a gentlema owes a lady. 


She regularly attends Sunday School, but now sits with a class taught 
in the native tongue, By her arbitrary action in refusing attendance upon 
the Teachers’ Training Class as held in the manse Friday nights for all 
teachers white and native, she has mde it impossible for me to use her 
further as teacher of the Young Peoples' class, a class all members of which 
use the English language fluently, the best class we have. For years I have 
required all teachers to attemi this’ SlsHd?"absence for amy cause, sickness 
or what not, resulting in the appointment of a substitute present at that 
time, a substitute who is supposed to serve the ensuing Lord's Day only. rv 
After two weeks of attendance, she suddenly arose one night ten minutes 4° time 
of assemblage,as per announcement, left without any explanation, and while we 
wai ted some tien minutes after the hour for her return, she failed to com back. 
I sought to offer an explana next morning, saying: "I regret it was 
necessary to for you t leave, . was forced to appoint a substitute in 
accord with my invariable rule,for this next Sabbath,” She flared up in anger 
and has not returned to Teachers’ Class, and of course has not bem given her 
charges, fur ther, 


She regularly atbaided service of a Sunday morning, that of prayer meeting 
Wednesday night, amd very regularly comes to the night service of a Sabbath 
day, but invariably rises and leaves ere prayer or sermon, But twice or 


trice has she remained for sermon, Nacg-tus first formed Iamina 
quandary as to the explanation. 


Possibly in India she was placed in a isolated location, her own *boss‘, 
and worked not unier a leader. She wholly lacks that happy ‘give ani take’ 
so essential on the mission field, remote from others, by all workers. In so 
faras she fails, she s\e exerts an unhappy influence upon the native workers. 
And there remains a big question mexk by all natives as to har peculiar actions 
in all services for worship. Intolerant of suggsstion, of being shown how, 
she resents any and all kinily mentéfforts towaris a better understanding to 
local problems. She merely will not listen to any offered adviee as to how 
to meet any problem. She seems to think herself selfesufficient and will not 
brook ary hint of the reverse, 


Not sinee April have we been fulleup with patients. We have had from xeue Te. 
very few,to some six or seven only, all the while, never more, What would 
be the result were we bugy as was our state last year, remains to be seen, 
For hours she leaves almost daily, not offerfing to Mrs. Greist amy informtion 
as to where she may be found or as to when she may be expected to return, 
There is absolutely no teamewark. She holds Mrs. G. off at arm's lengh. 
She never appeals to her as to anything whatever, never approsches Mrs. G. 
with any problem, anything new or unique as to this peculiar service, 
She ignores Mrs. G. utterly, treating her as a third rete servant. 
And Mrs. G is one of the most pleasant and happily dispositioned women in the 
world, suffering very long ere she shows any irritability whatever. 


I stand ready to offer a brief as to my complaints at some length if wanted. 
Same should be unnecessary since I have even now gone into fuller detail than 


was my remote intention. In man while} I wold but complain as to her 


utter unfitness psychologically for group service. As a bedeside nurse — | 


oe 
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From Greist of Barrow | a. 
November 4, 19%. ; Fs 


she is fair-- could be better, but as to tiat I am far from entering complaint. 
Were it not for other differences, we would get on famously, splendidly, and 
never woula I do other than compliment her worke But her inability to get along 
with the group, and her intolerable temper, offer barriers most effective. 


Hence, reluctantly, I am constrained to recommend, and do so reconmend, 
her recall at as early date as is feasible, to the end thet we may have 
peace, To unnecessarily further jeopardise this mission's interests is 
unthinkable. No one mn or woman is more importent than the work in hand, 
In man while, we will seek to get along with as little friction as may bee 
That, we are even now painfully doing, treading softly, cautiously, with all 
possible consideration, I seek no middls ground further, no opening for. 
a better understanding, and simply because I cannot. find it, she being impregnable. 
T have given up all hope as to ite A transfer might prove a solution, provided 
she is not transferred to another location within my superintendency. But 
she should work alone, not unier another's superintendency. 
If she be removed from this mission, we will serve alone, willingly, and make 
no further complaint as to overework,be the conditions what they may. Better 
that, a thousand times, then this friction and nervous strain. The native 
help is impreving with the months and the years, end we can am will manage 
until such time as it may be possible to send Cornelia Phillips to us, she 
of the Ganado Training School at this time, ow own protege, in our home for 


,.game years ere she went out to Sheldon “ackson School, very like a daughter 


to us, a happily dispositioned girl, a devoted Christien wouker, We wuld 

hope to havéher sent to Barrow Hospital so soon as she shall have completed her 
eourse of training, notwithstanding we had hoped to send her to an asterm school 
for post gmduate training along special linese . 


With all possible regregt, I remain 


Sineerely yours, 
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THE BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS +92 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. “The Manse” 
156 Fifth Ave., New York Point Barrow, Alaska 


Dr. John M. Somerndike, Secretary, 
156, Fifth Ave., New York. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 

Assuming that you will have desired to learn if there be any change 
in conditions as covered by mine of the 4th ult. in re Miss Stouffer, 
I regret to advise that matters have in no way altered for the better. 


The plain truth is, the situation has become utterly impossible, 
She does not recognise Mrs. Greist at all-- never speaks to her. if at 
all possible to avoid it-- is contemptous of. any and all proper considere- 
ation for otherse- studiously avoids any association with other members 
of the staff-- absents herself from duty for hours daily, sometimes for 
an entire day-- makes every attempt to escape service-- is' seeking to 
create division-- is a nuisence and trouble mker generally-- has in every 
sense become non persona grata. She treads under foot all social virtues 
with seeming studied contempt, and that within hospital. The sole time 
or occasion when the staff and help gnjoy that proper reaction:-to duty 
in hand, escape painful strain and -ag8eblance to poise, is during 
her absences from the institution. To stretch the term charity to the 
utmost is to say merely that she is most peculiar and intolerbly eccentric, 
She virtually has leid down on her job, is worthless to us, and-has become 
a menace to that peace and unity so desirable, aye more, so positively 
essential to the well being of our work, ‘ a. 


I trust to have your reactions in premises long ere this letter 
shall have reached you, by wire necessarily if so be you have not*replied — 
by post. The last mail to leave Seattle for this far North du ing the 
winter will have left Seattle by February lst or sooner, and no further 
post can reach us until mid*July or early August. i 


Either Miss Stouffer will lave bem recalled to leave not later 
then the August bats, or, in loyalty to Mrs. Greist ard in defense of 
his own honor as well, the writer will fecl it incumbent: to ask te be 
relieved with the coming of the summer boats, ani this to the grief: 
and very great regret of your correspondent. No.man or woman is or 
can be indispensable to this service-- the claims of evangelism are 


paramount, as we must recognize. . i 
= . it 
Tee 


Heriry W. Greisi. M.D. _ —— —_—_e- 


Regretfully, but faithfully your's — 


Barrow, Alaska, 
January 1, 1935. 


Dr. John M. Somerndike, Sec'y, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York City. 


Bear Doctor Somerndike; 


I forgot to enclose requisition for gasoline, Sb A J 
lubricating oils, and coal, Herewith, eer ret nore J, QLe 
, pers lees 36> 5 Lee eae 


I am asking for 125 tons coal. raat will remember that 
our norml consumptiom is about 165 tons per annum. For five yrs 
we had as much and were in no sense extravagant-- never. During 
the last five yrs we have cut to the limit, the inside limit, 
aid we rarely have been warm within hospital in cold weather. 


| Co al sent us this last year leaves much to be desired. 
| As with recent years, it is very poor in quality. The cost of 

freight on cheap coal to Perrow from Seattle is in all respects 

equal to freight costs of excellent quality of,coal, hence I cannot 

see wherein we save anything other than a very few dollars, not to 

exceed $1 or $2 per ton. The Government coal sent the local Army 

Signal Corps is far superor to omrs of this last year, as it is 

better than that we recciyed two yrs since when Capt. Backlani said 

to writer that he bought cheap coal-- seventy tons only at that. 

The present supply burns fiercely, rapidly, and dampers do not 

seem to curtail its rapid consumption. Always,we rise @ome time during 

the night and replenish fires even when all dampers are closed, 

I regret to go on record as always ‘kicking' about the coal, as to quentety 
and quality as well, but it appears that it is either 1 who mst call your 
attention to our worries or no ones et our coal this year be at 

least 125 tons, please, if at all possible, since that amount is 

below our needs. And let it be the best Utah coal, 


I have elsewhere rentioned fact that last year I received no 
invoices at all covering our various supplies and have labored in dark, 
somwhat,during the year. It is hoped that I my have invoiceé this coming 


year as always previous to year 1934. 


The writer's health is good, a good as ordinarily had, avi that 
means-- as good as any man claiming to be 66 yrs of age. Barring my 
neuritis which gives me more or less trouble below hips, (due to severe 
wetting in salt water in 1929 secking to save ourcoal shipment from 
being washe d to sea,and successfully), I amin good shapee That neuritis 
will mmrdly improve, at least I camot benk thereon, I manage to get 
along but am not as good a tmveller dy dog team as I once wase 


Dr. J. M. Somerndike -~ 2, 
Greist of Barrow 
Jan.l, 1935, 


In rel gasolim,,coal, ete, 


I am good for another two or three yrs without furlough if you give 
the word, ami volente Deo, 


The Diphteriea eppdemic is worrying me somewhat. I have five 

cases in hospital, the youngest being a child of ten yrs, all others being 
adults, All children under ten were immunized last year with Toxoid at 
U. S. Public Health Service expense, with materials furnished m 
by them, And I am asking that Service for further immnizing agents 
for adults with the coming of Revenue Cutter this sumer, for the 
Toxin--antitoxin, It costs us too much -- or would, were we to buy same. 
Natives violated quarantine at Xmas time in spite of "all my drastic warningse 

of our best young women, one of our former employes in nursing department, 
and who very well knew better, violated quarantine twéice deliberately. 
I lave warned her that a third violation to jeopardise the village will be 
followed by prosecution on my part. The natives need an example of the mijesty 
of the laws of Alaska as an object lesson, but I have long patiently forbore 
until my patiemce is exhausted, An ignorant native merits full and 
complete patience, but this young woman, married, deliberately walked into a 
house with red flag on door -- over sam, in plain sight, and in 
daylight. Again, she walked without -- being herself quarantined as a 
result of her deliberate Wiolation of the foregoing quarantine, and exposed 
others. . She also took her six mos old babe into a house with Diphtheria. 
It teats all. I am secking energetically, and with most earnest endeavor, to 
limit this epidemic both with a desire to conserve life and with a view to 
saving expemse to us in the care of patients. The natives must be made to 
re.lize it is not pure fun_on our part, It all makes for white hairs, 
I take these matters very much to heart, and rightly after all these years 
of education, precept upon precept end line upon lingy 4s a rule, 
tho, all matives cooperate to the full, as well as pany white community 
in states, It is with but a few 1 @m having trouble. I have almost ex- 
hausted my supply of Antitoxin as a result of the many exposures Xmas eve in the 
church. <A young marriec mn, quarantined account his wife having the — 
Diphtheria and in the igloo, deliberately attended the Xmes entertainment, 
sat in a crowded gallery the while, and that while he had the disease and 
with menbrane in his throat, and not until the next day did he call upon me, 
He go wanted’ to see "Santa Clause" and the moving pictures. He is yet 
in hospital and has had the second 10,000 dose of Antitoxin, and is nowa sick 
man ¢ I am a trained physician, and teen these violations of the law 
with great concern. Christian forbearance mst not be allowed tc interfere with 
the well.being of the community. 


This, by way of a heart to heart talk. 


Yours sincerely, 


Barrow, Alaska, January 1, 1935 


Dr. John M. Somerndike, Secty, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York City, N.Y. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 
I would address you as to several mtters in seriatum 


The roofing of hospital, sent me summr of 1934, was, as said to 
you in previous letter, wholly insufficient in amount, I wrote you under 
date of Aug.2d last that we would require 42 more rolls, Queen City, "Heavy" 
10B sqe ft. each, There is apparently no crying need, at least urgent need, ani 
at once. The mtter my rest in abeyance another twelve mos., possibly. 

The hospital leaks at many places, but we have managed several yrs as it is, 
amd we can go longer. However, lest you forget, I would again call your 
attention to this mtter, hoping that it will not be permanently piggon- 
holed, The matter should have our very early care lest the property suffer from 
neglect. 1 would like to have it placed in position and leave the building 
in good shape ere I go from arrow, fearing my successor be not capable of 
looking after it, many doctors being wholly lacking in such mtters. 

And mtives cannot be trusted as to,their judgment. If too much roofing 
be s ent, I can readily sell same at or more than it costs laid dom 

in hospital premises -- probably at a fair profit. There is always a 
heavy demand locally and the dealers (traders) are always out. 


The coal sheds are practically roofless, as I said under same 
date and in sam letter as per above, viz Aug 2, 1934., Twenty-five rools 
will be required to cover same. I covered it in 1923 or '24 with a very 
cheap and light building paper bot locally, since there was an emergency. 
The roofing ordered is far heavier and better. 


After fifteen yrs of service, the kitchen range in hospital 
is out of commission, or near that. I have ordered repairs oft times, 
but never have we received repairs which fit. Dealers in Seattle are 
reputed as never seming stove repairs which are what are wanted, always 
make errors even tho numbers and make of stove and year made are given. 
So, with this very large range. Made in Seattle, however we have repeatedly 
failed to receive repairs which can be used. 1 therefore recommend no further 
effort along that line. We will try to get along with such repairs as we 
can mike another year, but I would advise that we will surely need a new 
range of large size another year. And I urgently recommend, when we do 
buy, that we buy a gool range, not a cheap one as heretofore. The Majestic 
will not need repairs for 25 yrs-- it never does. I know of what 1 speak, 
This present range was thin, very light as to fire box, and burnee out in two yrs. 
Others will do the same, We have to keep fire during the entire 24 hrs, 
The Majestic is insurance against further trouble, but it mst be of 
large, hotel size, without reservoir, but with hot water back. 
There is but one wholesaler in Seattle who handles the Majestic. The 
Schwabacker Hardware Co., of Seattle, which fim we patronize, will sec&k 
to sell us something "Just as good" A competitor of that fim sells the 


Majestic. 


Dr. Je M. Somerndike ep 2, 
Greist of Barrow, 
Janel, 1935, 


We sarely need a laundry stove dow in basement of hospital. 
We are using an old mke-shift stove, broken, dilapidated, all but useless. 
We should have a four hole stove of good size and of worth. There is so meh 
Sulphur in the coal sent us that stoves burn out rapidly. You are hardly 
realize the size of our laundry service, the quantity, since we have so 
meny beds in operation, so mich by way of towels, sheets, wash cloths, 
blankets, etc., etc. It is ten times as large as the larger families 
have. We often wash as many as thirty sheets per week, ani other 
articles in proportion, It is a very large proposition. And we have 
but an outfit suited to the average family. The handicap is serious, 
Knowing the poverty of the Board, I have hesitated for years to mention the 
matter, much less to ask for further outfit. I did ask fora large 
kettle in which to boil the wash, and last year, which was not 
allowed us. However, that is but one article among mony needed, not the 
least is the stove. Buta smll so-called "Laundry" stove as sold by 
dealers will not serve us. We will need a larger stove, at least a four bume 
stove, of quality. 


I am sending forward under separate cover the requisitions 
for the coming year, for delivery sumer of 1935, They may appear as 
excessive, but they are otherwise, are in fact modest. AndIl trst you 
will give them prayerful consideration, 


In requisitions I failed to ask for paint, inside white paint, 


ten gallons of which we ought have this year, Let is be gloss white of 
good quality. 


Can we hope for shingles am labor cost for shingling outer walls 
(not roof) of hospital as against the cold? Cost of labor will be gener aous=- 
ly reduced, if not qmtirely nil, by domted jJabor, so many natives owing us 
for service within hospital, I having pressed them for money not at 
all during recent yrs since their fur catch has been negligible, Shingled 
outer walls, without, will gre atly reduce our coal consumption. We are 
at the fearful inside limit as to amount of cosl consumed in hospital now. 
But one furmace is in operation at g -40 F. tonight. The oth r furnace is 
absolutely out of commission to stay oute The one used is in very bad condition 
so bad I feel it bad busiess to ask for repairs. They never did give satisfaction, 
and cannot be made over to serve, The shings will very materially insulate 
against cold. You have the dimensions and the height of walls without. 
A good carpenter can estimate the amount needed, or the Official architect 
can do as much. They should be applied to 'show' five inches-- not mor Ge 
Galvanized shingle nails should be used since iron nails will rust som by 
reason of proximity of sea. I did not include this shingling in 
requisitions since it is a special end must be passed on by the Board, not 
being a regular needs If shingles be sent, I will wish them either 
stained green when sent, or stain that 4 may stain them here, Better have 
them already stained since it saves a vast deal of time and we are not 
properly prepared to do it by Mand, An excellent quality of Creosote stain 


ought be applied. 
I am writing on eve of out-going mails, and am ina very great rush. 


I am asking as a special favor that mils be held up,one day, ad sovit 
is had, but I em even now at the last minute, 4 


I salute you with esteem, and rem met trtly 


Barrow, Alaska, 
January 2, 1935, 


Dr. John M. Somrndike, Secretary, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York City. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike;: 
It have your wire even date which is as follows: 


"Please request Miss Stouffer to send air mail complete inventory 
"drugs and medicines Barrow Hospital Please accompany inventory 
"with statement of quantity drugs used last year. 


leils were scheduled to leave the early morning, but because of heavy 
work in getting off requisitions etce, On part of all merchants end the 
writer as well, the mils will not leave until tomorrow early A.M. Con= 
sequently, Miss Stouffer, assisted by Helen Suvlu, our native nurse, is 
making every effort to comply with your request. 


As to the second request contained in your wire, seme will be practically 
impossible of accomplishment. When Mrs. Greist left last spring, she requested 
Miss Brower to mke such inventory, said inventory being our annual custom. 

But Miss Brower did not comply saving in smll part, and the records of her 
inventory were by her destroyed, presumably. It is not of record within hospital. 


We have prescribed during current year » ending Dec.3lst, for nearly 
3,000 patients in the clinie and to them have dispensed medicines, 
During that same period we have had as bed patients just 120 sick, 
I keep no record as to number pills, tablets, tinctures or other drugs 
used daily-- that would prove an impracticable plan, entailing all but 
superhuman labor. It has never been done in Birrow Hospital. The best we 
have been able to do is the annual inventory. And that is all that any 
hospital, or druggist does, a periodical inventory. J regret that the ins 
ventory which was to have been mad in early summer of 1934 was not made, 


There were in stock a large quantity of old medicines left here by Dr. 
Spence, and believed to have been handed him by Dr. Marsh who went out in 
1915, perhaps. The same were kept from year to year on our shelves, but 
were of a sort largely used by Homeopathic physicians and the writer never 
hes used same. Others were of a sort which rapidly lose their medicinal content 
from evaporation, etc. All were tested by writer ahd found wantinge I have 
instructed Miss Stouffer to omit them from her inventory list, and the writer 
forthwith destroyed all of the old drugs and medicines, them and them only,» 
same having been found on our shelves in old manse and left there by Dr. Spence 


in 1920, 


Hegretting my inability from any records kept to enable Miss Stouffer 
to comply with your second request, a statement as to quantity of drugs 
used last year, and with respect I remin 


Yours ve i 


Henry W. Grezst, M.D., Sup't. 


SNRY AREIST M 
Mev HEN RY WwW, GREIS : ¥ ¥, 
Of Presbyterian Mission and Mospital 
POINT BARROW, ALASKA, 


Barrow, Alaska, 
January 9, 1935, 


Dr. John M. Somerndike, Sec'y, 

The Board of National Missions, 

The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A, 
New York City, N.Y. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 


| In re outstanding account for Bibles and Gospels, bot sae years 
since of the_Americm Bible Society, and charged to this mission, 


In 1930, Oct.13th, I purchased from the American Bible Society 
Bibles to the extent of $92.30. During the years intervening I have from 
sales to natives for nominal sums been able to make payment on above 
indebtedness to the extent of $28.30. We have reported in semi-annual 
financial reports since then, the outstanding account as an obligation. 
At one time the rman in charge the San Francisco house suggested thas, 
in case we could uot conveniently meet the obligation that it would 
perhaps be possible for him to cancel the obligation by a grant. =a 
I asked his further indulgence, hoping for better times with the “skimo, 
that furs would prove more plentiful, that the markets would improve, 
to the end that natives could and would buy Bibles, Bibles which they 
cannot now buy since there is practically no money in ¢ irculation 
within these regions, none whatever, in fact. 


But + am ready to,aaccept the grant, if said grant may yet be 
had, and thus wipe out the obligation on our part and consequently enable 
us to escape reporting this item semé-annually to the Treasueer, 


Your kind offices in premises will oblige. Perhaps a letter 
from you to the Secretary within the Frisco office would suffice, 


Many Bibles are yet on my shelves. I cannot sell them for cash. 

Natives beg m for a Bible or a Teatament, or myhap are willing to 
accept a Gospel, and -- if they have none, and have not proven careless 
with books had in the past, as sometimes is done -- I give them that for 
which they ask. I hesitate in a large measure as to passing them 
out gratis accOunt the fact that these Bibles and portions are charged 

against this Mission, and we should thus make every effort to meet 
the debt. If I surrender the books without an equivalent it is embarassing 
in the end. I prefer that we be able to give out the Scriptures wisely 
and without a cash equivalent under present financial stress on this coast, 


Your kindly assistance will be appreciated, 


Yours sincerely, 


Core ptt (| Ae 
on ee ee Henry ¥W. sist, cme 


bploacr of Bocd gm, Sup't and Miss'y in Chg. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AND HOSPITAL OF POINT BARROW 


The Manse, 

Barrow, Alaska 

Sumay night, January 27 
Oe Ae Wi 


Dr. John M. Somerndike, Secty, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York’ City. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 


There has come to me on this incdming mail as of the 24th inst. 
from a total stranger, one Mr. John List Crawford, of New York City, 
and from his wife, two checks on the Central Haover Bank, the first 
for $50.00, and that from Mrs. Crawford, $25. -- They say: "To do with 
as you see fit-- for your work," 


Near a year since, unknown to m and wholly unsolicited, a radio 
proadcaster of New York City, to whom unknom to me a copy of THE NO 
CroSS had been sent by some one equally unknown to writer, spoke of it ¢ Ole Coed ) 
publicly in his broadcasted message, and as a result I received many ine 
quiries, many subscriptions, near fifty or mag e in fact. I have reason 
to believe that many of those heard from were other than Presbyterians. 
Some were theatrical pyople, who have persisted in writing me letters 
of strange courtesy and peculiar interest, showing an unquestioned interest 
in our missionary endeavors even tho theatrically and otlerwise ‘worldly 
employed. Such letters have come in on this present mil. This min, 
Mr. Crawford,tells me:'I am unknown to you and I think you have never heard 
of me, but I have read with peculiar interest the last two issues of your ' 
little paper and wish to help out in your good worke' #% 20 peapoorted- Ce fatykaden 


He seems to be -a club man, spending his esi in Bt Vis Placi 
region, in the mountains, and from thence he wrote Mey MeL 


Now, the question is, What shallwe do with that $75? He does 
not specify. The church locally sadly needs pews, The natives here are 
striving to raise a fund with which to furnish the church with seats, 

The near three~hundred chairs here when I canfin 1921 are practically 

all broken-- but about seventy-fi¥e can be used at all, and they are 

menéed end re-mended wrecks, very very few being what chairs ought be, 

We have long since wished and decided as a church to invest in pews as soon 

as may bee We have our monty in savings bank drawing interest, and I have 
desired to realize my ambition ere I permanently leave this mission, that 

of seeing the church fitted with pews, “benches of proper character, which 

cannot be broken by careless individuals, 


It hasbeen my plan to have pews made in sta tes, and shépped 
knocked-down that we my save freight. The Episcopal mission at Point Hope 
(four hundred miles down coast) mms pews made of golden quartered oak, solid, 
made in England and shipped ready made, put together, from near Londoyn, at 
fearful expense by a wealthy man Or meni, We rt be far more modeste But 


2a~ 


In re Pews and a donation of $75 for some purpose 
From Greist of Barrow 


some of our people have seen those pews and long for sanething 
like then, They have set their hearts the reon, 


Would you criticise me if I place this donation fran 
entire strangers: with the "Pewhoney" in the savings bank? 
I am farfrom courting unfavorable criticism, and therefore take you 
into my counsel. In absence of your unfavorable reaction, I will 
deposit same in the Washington Mujtual Savings Bank" to the credit of —_ 


Barrow Church. Stadt, 


I would say, I am néither privately nar publicly 
soliciting funds for this cause, altho I my have said something 
in the CROSS at om tine relative to our broken chairs, the absence of ad- 
equate seating for the congregation. We have very large audiences 
regularly, rarely less than 150, and often when trappers are in the 
village upwards of 350 souls. We are put to it to care for the people comfort— 
ablye 

‘I remain, 


Yours very sincerely, 


Pa 


es A 
Henry W. 


aor. 


Decause I should,deposit for collection these checks at once, I will 
dgposit same as per above suggested plan, and, peradventure. you 
diswapprove my action, I can draw thereon to credit of such party as you 
may elect. But I cannot think you would disapprove, I question if this 
Mr. and Mrs. Crawford are Presbyterians, altho I have no means of knowing. 
They are my subscribers,~that is all I know about them, I imagine they 
are wealthy folk. 


Incidentally I haw received a dollar on this mil from 4 women 
adress in or near Philadelphia, "For Mrs. Greist's RS eee wellfare — ‘ 
work among the eer a children of your mission." ia 


pa wr ae oo Shieh tvikantle, + doing pn 


Point Barrow, Alaska 
Febty 10, 1935. 


John M. Somerndike, D.D., Sec'y, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 
In re Percy Ipalook and Wales Mission. 


In various letters from Percy Ipalook, licentiate of Yukon 
Presbytery, and stationed by the Board at Wales, on Cape Frince of ‘ales, 
since one year past, he stresses the embarassment had in his social intercourse 
as well as in his preaching with and to the natives of the coast. The dialéct 
of Wales is entirely different from that spoken in Barrow and adjacent Coasts. 


You may or you may not have learned that the witer was stationed 
for one year in Wales, and he knows his Wales most thoroughly. No men con- 
nected with Yukon presbytery knows anything at all about conditions there, in 
fact no member of the presbytery has had ay association with the Eskimo at 
any time saving he who addrewses you. Your correspondent was somewhat dis- 
turbed at the first as to the appointment of Percy to Wales rather than in this 
upper territory whereat I had urgently recommended that he be placed. 


Percy must use an interpreter in Vales as would any newly 
appointed white missionary to that mission. That dialect is used from Nome 
north as far as Point Hope. At latter point the pronunciation is somewhat 
different from that used at all points further North, but natives here and at 
Point Hope can readily understand one the other. But absolutely No, at Wales. 
Barrow natives speak the same language and with the same pronunciation, inflection 
etc., as natives from Barrow to and including Greenlani, many thousands of miles 
distant. The language at Wales and Nome seems to have become contaminated 
largely with that of the Siberian natives and with that on St.Lawrence Island 
whereat the Chuckchees (Siberian) natives claim close relationship, associate 
from the Siberian land ite a bit with the St.Lawrence islanders. They are 
double-first cousins. e intercourse between Nome and Wales with the 
Siberian natives is close, is had eery summer, and formerly many women from 
Wales were stolen by the Siberians (just 50 miles distant) and taken as captives 
to the Asiatic shore, kept a bit, and sometimes were recaptured or escaped to 
their homeland, only to bring back and introduce idioms had from their Siberian 
captors. But never have the people from Point Hope, North,come into contact 
wi th other than natives of these immediate coasts, in fact they (the natives here) 
sean to entertain an unspoken dread if not horror, of coming into contact with 


Eskimo of Wales or Nome, 


Percy is not happy account the fact that he cannot speak the language 
of Wales. A white mnwould react differently. But Percy is taking it very much 


to heart, and it depresses him immensely, I have written him most encoura ging (. Tonk) 


letters, that is, have sought to boost his ‘stock in trade* by advising him 
that ere long he will have learned the strange dialect and the very different 
nouns ,and verb endings, the cases, etc., but he continues to paint the picture 
with sane discouragemnt. For years he ha&hoped t work among his own people. 
He umerstood that the Board would so appoint him, And while he is patiently 
seeking to do his duty, and to do it as well as is possible umer this handicap 
most serious in type and extent, yet he does not feel'at home’ with then « 


Dr. J. M. Somerndike -- 2 
From Greist of Barrow 
Feb'y 10, 1935, 


May the writer venture to suggest a possible solution to 
an otherwise embarassing situation, one likely to be anything but entirely 
satisfactory for long? -- We need a resident missionary tn Wainer es most 
seriously. That church (Wainwright) is as you may know an organize 
church since 1922 or '23, when the writer organized that congregation 
after one or two years mission work, there having at that time been som 
forty to fifty members of Barrow church there residing, Some Episcopalian 
menbers of Point Hope Church also wished a church organization and were de- 
sirous of becoming communicants within the Presbyterian Church, And so, 
as per my ecclesiastical authority account my isolation from presbytery, 
I proceeded with the organization and only after due thought,and careful study, 
and much prayer, The sequel has largely proven my wisdom in having done so, 
or would have emphatically backed me up in all of it had we been able to place 
a minister there during the years. But | have been able to get down so seldom, not 
more than quarterly and sometimes my visits are semi-annual onlye 
Miss Bannan was there resident for one or two yrs and did good work as 4 com- 
munity worker, but, being neither a nurse,nor Bible trained, she was handicapped 
very largely. But she did an undoubted excellent work among the boys and girls 
and her influence has been far reaching, and he "Granny nursing” was also pregant o 
of much good, We sorely need a resident missionary in Wainwright, now 
more then ever before, 


But we have no church building in Wainwright, neither a church 
building nor a house of any sort. At various times during the past twelve 
years I have urgently recommended the erection of a church edifice in Wainwright, 
and I have at times been very hopeful in premises, I know not the status 
of that proposition, if it is entirely dead or mrely ‘pigeon holed’, 
A resident missionary would to a large degree (as with Miss Hannan) labor under 
stress of embarassment at Wainwright did he or she not have a chapel and a 
residence, Teachers of the Government schools dislike to have their school 
house used of white missionsries, They very generally say little, and often 
have they given outstanding encouragement to me, but occasionally a teacher 
is there semé who by manner rather than in word seems to resent the use of 
the schodl rooms for public gatherings other than once per week and on 
Sundays onlye Theres is such teacher in Wainwright at the present time. 
For five years past I was very welcome at all times to the school house for 
evangelistic services while in ainwright, not the least enberassment appearing, 
but that teacher is no lomger iff authority, but is become a trader in that village. 


Now, has it occurred to you that in Wainwright, not far fran his 
childhood home and his relatives, his mother and brother, Percy would likely do 
a better work, a more far reaching lebor, prove of greater value to the church, 
than he is likely to do in Wales? May we not revive the proposition on some 
basis of building a church in Wainwright, with small living quarters in connection?-- 
After a plan suggested by writer a year or eighteen mos since with drawings, etc.? 
This will enable the lowal missiomry to keep an eye on developments in Wain- 
wright, and the stations are suffici ently claé@se together to mintain the highest 
standard of spiritual economy. 


Has it occurred to you that perhaps Miss Stouffer would be as wI 
well able, possibly, to serve Wales as is Percy? While “ales has long wanted a man 
missionary, a preacher (which neither Miss Bannan nor Miss Stouffer are ) 
yet perlaps Miss Stouffer could and would do a good work in “ales, laboring 


bas 


J. M. Somerndike, D.D. -- 3 
From Greist of Barrow, 
Feb'y 10, 1935, 


alone, under the mmagement of no one locally, her own master (and + believe 
by tanperament she is fitted far more for aloneness in her work than witha 
a group), and, being a nurse trained, she in so far as the medical work 

is concenrnéd would be able to do a better work than did Miss Bannan. 
Perhaps, too, she would rise to the spiritual claims of her position, then. 
Miss Pannan is a very spiritually minded women, a devoted and conscientiously 
yielded woman of God, modest, prayerful, depmding much on the Holy Spirit's 
guidance, As to this, I cannot speak much in favor of Miss Stouffer. And yet, 
I iterate, perhaps she would relly to it, would possibly yield herself to the 
exigencies of the case, by soul and spirit giving herself to the 

demands of the cause, And in the end would possibly prove a valuable 
worker. I acknowledge that I am not enthusiastic as to Miss Stouffer's 
prospects in premises, but I deem it well worthy a trial. 


Maym I hope that you will accept all this in the spirit 
in which it is presented, a suggestivei, from one who knows his Eskimo an 
the coast from Nom, North, to Point Barrow, like a book? | | 


Hoping for patient consideration, and with all kindly sal- 
udations of esteem, I am , | | 


Very singerely yours, 


rg Henry i. eis Pao 
vf Sup't M 


Mrs, Edward R, Hilis, 
$13 Forest Avenue, 
Qak Park, Illinois 


Dear Mrs. Hille: 


| ‘Regarding our Correspondence with reference to the situation ot Barrow, 
growing out of the eccentricities of Dr, Greist, which all the other workers who have been 
sent to Barrow to labor with him heve experienced, we have developed 4 plan which I hope 
wil] meet with your approval, to transfer Mies Stauffer to Fales, and to transfer Percy 


Tpalook from Wales to Wainwright, We have a flourishing Sunday school with an attendance 
of upwards of 150 at Wainwright ~ this work having been built wp largely through the 
Christian devotion of Percy Ipalook's brother and mother who reside at Wainwricht, his 
brother being a school teacher there and a very capable young man, Wainwright has needed 

a misstonary for several years, but it has not seemed wise to appoint anyone for that field 
as long as Dr. Greist continued to have the oversight of the work at Barrow, lest the same 
difficulty should arise with which we are @bliged to contend in, the operation of the Barrow 
Hospital. Tee Gane YE co a Pen Milage) pa (Ss Mgr ah hc a eee Aas ay = ia 


Dr, Greist gets slong well with Peray. He regards himself as Percy's 
spiritual father and he is not disposed to be critical toward him. He approves the idea 
of placing Perey in charge of the work at Wainwright. Perey has been experiencing some. 
difficulty with the difference in language of the people at Wales, and he has-been some~ 
what discouraged. He will not have this difficulty with the people at "Wsinwright because 
he speaks their language. We have been wanting to build a church at Wainwright, and I- 
have been hoping each year to obtain some money from the Board's building funds for that. 
purpose, but the curtailments necessary during these depression years have made it neces- 
sary te postpone that project, .I am hoping that Percy will build up the work at Wein- | 
wright in such a way as to give me a strong appeal’ which I ean present to some individuals 
who are interested in the development of our work in Alaska and who would assist me in © 


providing the necessary funds. _ | ae ae Bee 8) MN ge ha | 
fa ; This plan seens wise also from the point of view of the needs at Wales. 
Miss Bannan was a good Bible teacher, but she had no nursing sbllity. Miss Stauffer is — 
not only a good Bible teacher, but is a thoroughly trained registered nurse. She has 
served in lonely stations in foreign mission fields, and therefore she will not feel } 
strange in handling the situation alone at Wales, In other words, she will be able to en- 
large our ministry to the natives at Wales and vicinity, setting up a clinical service 
which it has not been possible heretofore for us to provide, either through Miss Bannan 
or Percy. Bi cal a neace hee (ork, ten $ 
I hope you will approve these plans. Dr. Greist has approved then, ; 
and he has promised to carry on the work at the Barrow Hospital for the remsining two years 
of his service with the help of a very efficient native nurse and Mrs, Greist, who as you 
know is also a4 registered nurse, ‘iT aee the hand of an overruling providence in all the cir- — 
aati 


as 
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cumstances making possible this larger service to the northern Alaska field. It will solve 


the problems at Barrow, it provides leadership for the mission at Wainwright, and it pro- 


vides » better and larger ministry for the people at Wales than they have ever hed in the 
pa st. 


I am counting upon your continued support of Mise Stauffer in her 
new work. 7 : . 


With kindest regards, I am 


Faithfully yours, 


JuS:BH 


‘NEW..YORK : SUN... TUESDAY, MAY Ty_198 


‘rows ewe NEW INFLUENZA | 


tiles IN geeee) 


ee to Wainwright 


POINT: BARROW, ‘Alaska, May 7 
(A. P.).—The Arctic region ’s influ- 
enza epidemic, which’ already has 
taken a toll of eleven lives, spread 
to’ another isolated seltlement as 
this community today. awaited ar- 
rival of ‘precious pneumonia vac- 
cine by-plane, : 

Pilot Jerry: Jones, flying the vac- 


cine from :Fairbanks by. way of 
‘Kotzebue,-400 miles away, was due 
here within ‘a few hours with Dr. 
¥F.: B. Gillespie. and. Mrs. Eugene 
Brown,:a nurse, both of Fairbanks. 
Jones reported that the’ influenza, 
of which more than 300. cases, have 
been reported'.in. this area, had, 
reached Wainwright on. the ice- 
bound. Arctic,'.100 miles acuihw ent 
of here. 

The vaccine, ‘requested: in an ur- 
gent appeal by Dr. Henry W, 
Gries}, Presbyterian medical mis. 
sionary here, is* being relayed from 
Fairbanks ‘to Kotzebue to Point 
Barrow in an effort reminiscent of 
the dog team. relays of serum to 
Nome in. the diphtheria ECs 
there ten years ago. 

Pilot. S.' &. Robbins left weirs 
banks late yesterday after the 
‘serum had been rushed there from 
Anchorage by train. Jones was at 
Kotzebue to meet*him. Jones came 
north from Nome two days ago to 
fly out IX. O. McDonnell, vice-presi- 
dent of the Pan-American’ Airways, 
and Roderick Tower, both of New 
York, who have been on a polar 
bear hunting expedition. 

A second batch of serum, flown 
from Seattle by M. F. Kirkpatrick, 
arrived last night at Juneau, in 
southeastern Alaska. It will be 
flown to Fairbanks today by A. B. 
Hayes. 

The situation remained little 
changed here today, although half 
a dozen cases were Critical. All. 
the deaths except one. have “been 
of natives. The dead await burial 
as soon as a letup in the epidemic 
permits. 


15 i 4... Associated Press Photo. 


Dr. ‘Henry W. Griest. 


¥ 


16th 
1985 


Rev, Henry ¥. Greist, M.D., 
Point Barrow, Alaska . 


Dear Doctor Greist: 


I have sl eciaee: in sah sowing to you the besrers of this 
letter, Dr. Horace Pettit of the Department of Bacteriology of the University. 
of Pennsylvania, end his associate, Dr. D, Sargent Penper., Both of these 
gentlemen have won places of distinction for themselves in the field of medi- 
cal renee ots and rib ate regarded ag  suthorities in their. special fields, 


At the recent sadtine of the Aerbont ‘Bett eve of Physiciens 
and Surgeons in Philadelphid, much interest wes aroused by the newspaper Te- 
ports of the influenza epidemic at Barrow and of its spread to Wainwright. 3 
The discussion of the matter resulted in the designation of Dr. Pettit and Dr. 
Pepper to represent this ok agrncahortaen as in making a journey to Point Barrow by 
plane, largely for the purpose of obteining sputum gneeimens and to bring with 
them the necessary facilities for the obtaining of auch specimens in the hope 
and belief thet they might be valuable in the discovery of the canse of the = 
dread disease of coer tes and of wesnaes of betneing: it under asburbtes: 


3 have assured. Dr, Pettit and Dr. Secdas- ‘that you will ex— 
brie to them every courtesy. during their sojourn at Point Barrow, and that you ve 
ill be glod to cooperate with them in the most cordial and effective way. We 
pene be very glad if they cen be treated as guests of the Board of National 
Missions at the hospitel table or at the manse, and whatever sdditional expense | 
may be incurred in connection with their entertainment we shall gladly refund) 
to you, although I am sure that the food supplics which you have on hand will | 
be quite ample to provide for them uring | their stay af Barrow. | : 


We would like them to be given the féaolan: of the Mesntten: 
in order to pursue their inquiries and investigstions, in such ® manner as they 
may desire. We are hoping and praying that the result of their visit may con- 
tribute in a helpful way to the successful nee of influenza’ cases both. | 
at BATES and elsewhere throughout the world. : | . 


Petey yours, 


- JuSsBH 


Berrow, Alaska, 
June 29th, 1955, 


Dr. John M. Somerndike, Sec'y, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York City. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 


Lam but just returned from Wainwright, having left Barrow 
the 18th inst with dogs, taking Lee Suvlu with me as uusher, hiring 
a dependable boy to serve es janitor in interum, spending three days 


en route, three days in evangelistic services, and three days on the 
return journey. 


Ice conditions of the sea were all but intolerable, very vary | oe 
bad, and the difficulties attendant upon the itineration im- 


‘possible of description. The return journey was far better account the 


water from rivers which had stood upon the sea ice, plus the deep snows 
water-geaked, in which morass the dogs floundered and we, too, had to wade 
and stagger about for mny hours,-- account $he fact that this water had 
largely found its way under the frozen surface of the sea, and the snow 
had settled and in a large measure become solid if not frozen. 411 snow is 
gone from tundra, at least along the coast, and we were farced to travel on 
Sea ice. -I positiwly could not go sooner. ach and every time 1 had 
plamed the trip,since January, matters locally had interfered. I felt 
that comitions reqired the visitation at this time, and imperatively. 
Hence, I faced serious conditions, and went. 
hart GebgBe 
I had been unable to employ a mn Pex a dog-team as had ene 

been our policy. I own a team of dogs’, or rather my~son now in 
New York owns them, a complete set of harness, and all necessary equipment, 
But as with all mn of my age, I do not venture to lmndle them on the 
trail. I have had Lee Suvlu, the janitor, drive them when the team his 
been required for missionary labor about the village or local coast. 
We used them extensively during the reeent epidemic, Fersonally I have 
at all times bought and paid for their feed, nor have I charged against 
the Board any service they have done for us. But this time, I feel that 
the Board should remunerate my son, David, for their use and at a nominal 
figure. I took with me some $12 or $13 worth of dog feed, knowing that 
there is none to be had in “ainwright, no whales having been killed there 
this year, walrus, etc. Never have I been able to hire a musher to 
drive m to ainwright for less than $50, and we not infrequently have paid 
$75. I hav® charged the Board $25 for the use of the dogs, and the 
Board pays the temporary janitor 14.65 for the njhe days services. 
Hence, the Board is mearig=pr exactly $10.55 ahead of the game, assuming that 
I could have hired a team for the same labor at “50. 


This, by way of explanation. 


In Wainwright, I looked over once again, proposed building sites for +a__ 
hoped for church building, and decided finally upon @ site, central, and 
sufficiently high to keep out of the wter, a difficult problem in Wainwright. 

The elders and one young man of excellent judgment, approved, in fact were 
in my counsel at all timese The Roman “atholics will certainly with the 
eoming of the ships choose a site and at once build a church edifice, and 


-—Lem 


Dr. J.M.Se-= June 29, 1935. 
From Dr. H..Greist, 


i wished to have first choice, and so ordered the site staked. 


I also sought to learn whet Percy ld depend upon as to 
a residence. Houses are at a premium, “not to ye had, Mr. R. D. Hall, 


‘house of poor construction, very cold, centrally located, occupied only 


Capt. John Backland's partner in Wainwright, fwns a story-and-a-half ‘Son 


by the district white nurse when in Wed nw ri ght , but with one roam 

dom siayvirs, and one up, poorly lighted, poorly insulated as against 

cold. But Mr. Hall is yet in states, or rather en route from states with 
Capt. Backland. One small, one-room house ,well built and well located, owned 
by a sick native boy, rented two yrs since at 3100 the year by a white man 
and family, now empty, is pewrhaps to be had, but not eertainly. That will 
cost us $8.35 per mo., and possibly is arellabie! The owner is sick at 
Point Lay, sown coast loo miles from W. Percy will have to complete 

some sort of deal when he arrives, 


Coal is hardly to be commanded by donation, since no native 
has been known to mine sufficient for himself-- they get it from 'ham to 
moutht as needed, in a very unbusiness-like manner, Percy will have to 
go with them and secure his om, a matter of two wecks work, probably, 
some twenty miles from the village; coal to be brot down to. the village 
bd boat on a land-locked lagoon, to a point one-half mil@ from the villages 
I will have to ply Perey with tools fram our stock, if ible. 
i estimate tha} fis lignite coal of rather poor quality, wi require 
some twelve tons per annum far his one room residence. “A 


The church in “ainwright is greatly pleased with the prospect of 
having Perey there as minister. The entire community think highly of 
Percy's brother, Fred, who M@é.beep the native teacher locally for some few 
years, and who SM served us excellently as Sunday School superintenient. 


But + am greatly camcerned as to the Noman Church's intentio * ji P) 


The Bishop of this diocese communicated with Mr. A. J, Allen, 

trader, witha view to securing lumber for their church houses I. Allen 
ssures me that he ignored the letter. Allen is an “piscopalian, but 

> at the years,appeared as sympathetic with our missi onary activities and pros- 

pects, and yct is. He atertained m graciously the while I was recently 

within the village, and has done so for years with very few exceptions, 

charging me nothing. Very wary as to speaking with the people as to it, 

at least publicly, nevertheless I have wamed the elders in premises, 

And yet, the Romanists can and probably will cause division of more or less 

serioys cha « They did it in Kotzebue, and ie abst SRS hurt of 

that/e ae strong-hold of Quakerism. Morality*iae to a low ebb. 

Rece Y> veller who stopped in Kotzebue, tells me that just nine single 

young tana wh +necre to be found pregnant of unknowm men-- that was ten mos 

The Friends could handle the natives faiity well wha they alone 


since. 
rather had to do with their religious training, 


managed them, or 
But -- the above authentic story, wholly phi: tells a ta 


And what “ome hag done, Rome can yet wey, 


Sincerely, 


le of Bsr / as nov had. 


Barrow, Alaska, Aug.22, 1935, 


Dr. J. M. Somerndike, 
Secretary, The Bd. of Nat'l Missions, 
156 Bifth Ave., New York. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike; In re Ice House 


Periodically during the last fifteen years I have recommended 
the construction of an ice house, sotrgw for our summer supply, that from 
which we secure all wqter during the summer season for use as to cookery 
and drinking, the surgery, etc. For near nine months we use ice stored in 
the open for above purposes, but beginning with early June we must resort to 
that ice stored in our very small room, an inadequate supply, to be used 
with very great conservation. There is a small-- very smill ice house 
belonging to the mnse, built twenty-five yrs since, holding only sufficient for 
the manse, but used also in the hospital, as otherwise we would not have suf- 
ficient. We have managed through careful economy throughout the years 
to make these two smll storage houses do, but at times the providence of God 
only has saved us,as I once wrote in"™fhe Northem 6ross", that too as a result 
of prayer and fasting, one August, when God sent a fresh supply during a fear- 
ful storm, tossing upon the beach not fer distant a block of fresh water ice 
and from the salt sea, in size much larger than the room in which you have your 
office, as high as your ceiling and larger as to length and breadth, fran which 
we harvested sufficient to again fill both houses at a time when through melt- 
ing both houses were practically empty and we were in a quandary as to what to do 
in absence of all fresh potable water. But even then the Board declined to do 
enything about it, sending me after a time lumber wholly inadequate as to 
quantity and wholly unsuited as to clwracier, for an ice house of small size 
which I declined to build. 


The question now becomes once more acute. Since at great expense 
we rebuilt the lower floor, or basement of the hospital, the water from melting 
ice in that smll room ordered by the architect and carpenter to be canpleted by 
writer in 192l,and to be used as ice storage room, runs down hill naturally, 
end runs beneath the foundations of the hospital because the room for ice 
is to the South and up-hill fram the rest of the_ uijding, surface of 
earth at the ice-1oom being fully Sfem=er five f igher than the North side 
of the building, ami of course at least five feet higher than the basement 
floor, the water gets umer the building in spite of evéry precaution I 
have been able to mle, and is threatening our foundations once again. 

In bases nt, water collects upon the floor daily, great pools of it, ad 

we use scoop-shovels in taking it up and placing same in buckets to be carried 
out. Inevitably, it will cause disaster sooner or later and very great loss to 
us through a wreckage once more of our hard labor of the past. 

The carpenter made the terrible mistake of placing the ice-room to the South 
and on the up-hill side of the building as said. He made many errors, like- 
wise, all our wo ik~rooms being to the North and sonsequently on dark side of 
te buidding. But the ice storage room by all means should have been 

on the down-hill aspect of the building, drainage thm being easily had and 
away from the building. I lave hauled sev@ral hundreds of cubic y¥ards of 

soil and sod in the effort to bank up the external aspect, to terzace about the 
building, as Capt. Mackland well knows, but that water is not to be corralled, 


an 


I am no@once more urging that the Board allocate sufficient 
money with which to construct an ice storage room without, separated 
from the main building, where it should have been originally. I made 
@ careful estimte 15 years since as to the lumber needed, but Mr. tanks 
(then in charge temporarily of Alaska Missions, at least that of Point Barrow) 
countermended my plan, saying: "That is not the way in which to cmstruct 
én ice house," Everything within the arctic is done differently from 
the manner in which similar propositions are met within New York State. 
The writer has for forty years been a house-holder, owner of property, and 
has had to deal with mjor questions not foreign to the present puzzling 
question, and he thinks he is sanewhat competent to deal with the 
present point at issue. He knows the arctic and its peculiar needs. 
In Ri icainaian af ter consulting with other mem for long on this coast, 
he recommended nothing but 2”x 6”material, for side-walls separated by three feet 
space, $n hich soil ani sod was to have been placed as insulating mterial, and 
a root” aks Of sane material, 2" x 6" stuff. He called for 7,000 feet thereof, 
boatd feet, not linear feet, GV Cwcel tins atco, 


The architect consulted by the Board recommended smething entire- 
ly different, expensive insulating mterial of cork, dressed 6" flooring, tongued 
and grooved, for side walls, etc., ani I deamed it not only too egpensive but 
a foolish proposition in this peculiar climate, But be that as it my, 
we sorely need something by way of ice storage house and at once, as other- 
wise the Board will have another major job in hand, that of rebuilding at 
very great expenditure of money, the foundations so hardly constructed by 
writer not five yrs since, The hospital in the very beginning 
was unfortunately placed on a side hill, and as said, the building was unfor- 
tunately placed wrongly, facing the lagoon rather then the mission grounds, 
and we have ever used the front door for patients' entrance, and the back 
door for visitors ami our own entrance way. ‘That mistake cannot now be remedied, 
The ice-house or room is up-hill to stay. All melting ice causes water to run 
under the building simply because the floor of that ice-room is unde rmeath 
the superstructure as mtter of coutgse. Were the ice-room a thing apart, I 
could of course easily ditch the water away fram the main building or the 
hospital proper. But that is vutterly impossible as now arranged. We need to 
alter that room into something else, reanove all ice therefrom, place ice 
without in a separate building, and thus eliminate the meanace,. 

Ea See eT 


Not two hours since I hai a man remove all water fran 
surface of lower floor of building, namely, the basemmt floor, but at the 
present moment water has seeped up through floor once again ami nee 
removal as before. The janitor tells me it is a daily,occurrence w us 
It is really a most, serious menace to the building, proving that the water 
is underneath that carefully constructed floor, resting on "dead men" placed 
deeply within ice underneath the building, glacial ice, almost pure ice with 
little debris mixed therewith {} What a terrible pity the carpentez, sent up 
here at $9 the day with all expanses paid fram Seattle and back again, 
wages from time of sailing to time of reachthgSea ttle once again, 
could not have carried out the orders of the Board as to the location of the 
hhospital based on a U.S. Gov't engineer's survey, and that of Dr. Spence hereat 
that time. I have nev; elt inclined to criticise the old Doctor's sudden 
cigion to leave, and departure unknowmm to the Board until he arrived in ’ 
, broken hearted flecause he knew full well how great was the error of that 
carpenter in disobeying orders, based on knowledge of conditions underneath the 
surface where the hospital was placed arbitrarily. The prodblem has been 
acute during 211 the years and has been tle cause o@ unending anxie s = f 


writer's part, and has caused much and endless grief, “<D t.pecer 


msiwwe 


But spilled milk may not picked up. 'Tis folly to recount 
the errors of the past other than as warning for the future. If we expect 
to maintain Barrow Hospital we will do exceedingly well to conserve the 
building even tho it proves a continuous expense as indeed it will owing to 
the "quicksands" upon which we builded same. Bishop P. T. Rowe, of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Alaska, built a hospital twenty years since at Fort Yukon, 
as large or larger than ours, and builded sane from hewn logs. The Yukon 
river suddenly in flood threatened the building, cutting widely to the very 
door. The Bishop sent for a man in the states known imtimately to him as 
reliable and capable, who bodily moved that heavy building to much higher 
ground and far away from danger henceforth, and did it readily and with utterly 
no damage to the structure. I longed for that man when I was face to face with 
rehabilitating our hospital in 1931, so inexperienced as to serious under- 
takings of this sort. The hospital would by far be better off were it 100 yds 
to the South whereat there is level ground, solid soil underneath, the 
location chosen by the enginnmer and Dr. Spence after careful investigation, 
But I had neither the skill nor the mchinery with which to undertake so 
major task, and I sought valiantly to overcome the handicaps, the ice menace 
underneath our building, clear, blue, and unmixed with debris,ice there 
ten thousand years and myhap much longer, glacial ice, and it is but three or 
four feet beneath the surface as | positively know from investigation. 
Had + space and time I could relate a thrilling story almost unbelievable to a 
man who has not known the arctic intimately, having. to do, too, with our premises. 


Tomorrow, I hope to have four menat work hauling dirt and sod 
with tracter and big sleds to our premises with a view to comMserving further 
our propertyy, But I cannot place the soil where it is needed, underneath the 
ice-room. But I can care for endangered places elsewhere. True, this 
summer has been @ remarkable one in that we have an extraordinarily heavy rain 
fall. The surface is water soaked since the earth is frozen ten inches beneath 
the sod everywhere, and water cannot soak away. The top soil is like a 
sponge, full of water at all times this summer, And thet adds to the 
menace of the ice-roam. At ieast three places in the immediate vicinity of 
our building sink holes are forming, the soil settling alarmingly, since the 
warm water on the surface is melting the ice beneath to a dangerous degree 
with the result tit the surface is slowly sinking. ‘Tis these sink holes I 
must care for. All are near the external walls of the building. In all, 
I have hauled something like one thousand cu. yds of dirt during the last six 
yrse I have filled fully eight feet deep and many yds in extent on all 
sfides of the building, far outwards, in some places fifty or sixty feet. 
The white building reflects the sin's rays in warm dry summers particuk rly, 
when there are no fogs and cloudy days,with alarming effect upon the soil under- 
neath, and it has to be repeated (the filling) at intervals notwithstanding I have 
insulated the surface of the filling always with sod well placed. On the soufhern 
aspect of the building,external to the “ermantowm Porch,I have to annually raise 
the surface of the sodded yard fully one foot. MThis i can readily do and 
relatively cheaply with tracter and big sledges, having to hire but two or 
three men for one or two days only. But it requires everlasting alertness, 
Dr. Montgomery grew to understand some of these problems and through my 
much writing and painstaking effort to picture conditions to him. And hence 
you will please bear with me in my present laborious picture-drawing-by-let ter, 
I truste Conceivably, the building should be painted a dark color rather than 
white because the darker colors do not reflect the sun's rays as does white, and 
I had that fector in mind when I recommended a green stain for the proposed 


shingling of the exterior of the structure. 


/tig discouraging at times. I have worked so hard, and so. | 


--4-< 


unremittently to save this building, the very apple of my eye. Throughout 

the years I have put my very soul into the structure and its service, and I so 
wish to conserve it to the glory of God and the advancement of His kingdom in 
the hearts and lives of this people so dependent upon our labors, dependent 

to a far greater degree than many of then realize, being a eren in thought. 
Were I to do it all over once agiin, and were the Board of National Missions 
the Standard Oil Company or other corporation serving here for profit material 
in character, I would hesitate ere L would contract to labor as have done, 
and at a proffered salary of $10,000. per annum. True, tho you my not believe 
my seeming rash statement. It has been hard work, is hard work, and hard work 
will yet have to be done if we maintain the status quo. 


I remin, 


Very sincerely yours, FILE 
Newry © 1: M.D 


Sup't and Miss'y in Che. 


Barrow, Alaska, August 27, 1935. 


Dr. J. M. Somerndike, Sec'y, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: In re Percy Ipalook 


I regret to say that I have accomplished nothing with regan to 
clearing the record as to Percy's irregular marriage with the half-breed 
bastard girl of Kotzebue, For three weeks he has been in Barrow but seem- 
ingly evaded me until I asked him to’come to my office yesterday at 1 Ofc, 
and for five hours he virtually put me on the "Green carpet" rather then 
occupied it himself. I opened the conversation by remarking that h regretted 
having heard of his rather hasty marriage to the mortification of “erza, 
that his jilting of his intended had reflected upon him md the church 
rather severely, and that for his sake, the sake of the church am his 
future work I would be most happy to hear any defense he world choose to make 
to the end that the church may not suffer. I called his attention t the 
fact that it was ~ in 1921 who recommended him to car 6 of Presbytery, who 
in a preliminary way secured his entrance to Sheldon “ackson School, 
and that it was ~ who recanmentted in correspondence with Dr. “as. H,. 

Condit Dubuque University as a suitable school for his further woke 

and throughout the years I have championed him, that I am nom his friem, 
ready to do all in my power to further his church interests, that it was I 
who urged his licensure, and further I stretched a point in that I used 

such influence as + hai to secure his election locally to the ruling 
eldership. I told him that in line with my felt duty 1 Imd already written 
the Rev. J. F. Youel as to his hasty mrriage, and that this was forced upon 


me as an unwelcome obligation. 


With that he evidently grew amgrye He gave me nodefinite defemse as 
to his jilting Terze. But he said: "If presbytery shall press this inquiry, 
then I warn you that this mission will become involved morally, that you will 
suffer because of your immorality." I was stunned for the momat, hardly 
believing my ears, bu’ quickly demanded the meaning of his words, an explana- 
tion of his innuendo. He refused to explain. He said: "It will all 
come out in presbytery". But, said I, "I have a right to know who my 
detracters are and what the charge". He again refuseé bluntly, and 
declined any wrd of explamtion whatsoever, 


I cross-questioned him from ewry angle adroitly and as skilifully as 
I could, but all to n@ purposep Finally he opened up on me with a torrent of 
accusations relative to my conduct of this mission, 4e demanded explana tion” 
as to the why and wherefore of much. I detected a ray of light, believing 
I saw the foot-prints of certain disgruntled men or rather young men who had 
been guilty of gross immprality as proven before session, that they lad gotten 
his ear and had influamced him against mee He began by referring to 
the Eskimo dance and declared my conduct relative thereto to be illegal and 
not seve sustained by law. In vain I answered that my record was clear in 
premises, that I had repeatedly taken my chiefs in New York into counsel, 
and presbytery as wall, that I had remined wholly within the lew of the 
church, and had as sympathetically as might be taken the firm stand had. 


entally once to session 


He likewise demanded to know why I lad said incidenté as 
ion, why I am not ruled 


that I as a minister a not under the control of sess 


wei 


Willingly and docilly Y 

by session, same as lay manbers are? I replied, I work with ruling 

elders, ad with them form the session, that together we look after the 
spiritual interests of the church, but that I am answerable alone to Presbytery 
as to my conduct since I am not a’ lay menber of the church but ama presbyter. 
He could not canprehend that, merely because he is very ignorant of Presbyterian 
law, “e insisted still that because I had side-gtepped my duty to be "ruled" 
by session in all matters, I am guilty of “immoral conduct. 


a 
He seemingly objects vehemently to the censures of the church as 
as to fornication ami adultery, apparantly demanding that I wink at these things 


since otharwiwe it creates a scandal, 
Demanded of him what else he had in mind as to my lone ah 


he was silent a long while ani then said:"There is so very much it will require 
two weds for me to go into it." ‘ut/ said he,”it will all be aired in 
presbytery in good tine, provided you file complaints as to my marrying 

that girl while engaged to mrry Terza," 


I then said, "Percy Ipalook, my record is absolutely clear as to any 


immoral conduct; to be read of all mam; true, not all men locally are or have 
been satisfied as to the manner in which + have served the church, nor do I 
hope to please all men, but haw to the best of my ability kept the faith, 
walked circumspectly, preached the Word fearlessly, and at all times without 
exception treated every man, women, girl ani boy with Christian kindliness.” 
But he shook his head, silently again shook his head, and made various 
indefinite statements, vexing m inordinately. He accused me of unfaimess 
to fathers of sick children, to criticising then account the dietary of their 
families, etc., etc. ad infinitum et nauseum, 


In everything he treats me an immature man among the laymen, ‘ 
seaningly cmsidering bingelt’kn educated churchman of high standing end fut agp, 
unworthy of, censure for anything and everything. His ego is colossal. 

His pride, extraordimry, “e doiges any ad all counsel, Demands obedience 
since he is a “ruling elder" and I but a preacher.  Agreeable thereto, he 
placed me on the witness stand and proceeded to cemsure me, as a Roman Bishop 


would treat an acolyte, 


Asked as to swearing, he denied the charge of three of my better 
youmg men who came to me and complained as to his profanity after I had 
officiated as a canmission in licensing him to the ministry last year and after 
he was elected and ordained a ruling elder, His denial yesterday caused me 
to instantly decide to not press that charge. Incidentally he said that 
he had been aceused of swearing once before, . 


Woen “apt. Backland arrived here with Percy as a mssenger, fercy got away 
from the ship so soon as might be. When 1 asked Sapt. Backland as to whether he 
would consent to take Percy's foai stuffs from hospital to “ainwright, with 
gasoline and cal, he (Capt. Backland) positively refused, but later did take the 
five (5) tons coal since that was yet aboard and would not be Load ed ¢ 
Capt. Zacklami then divulged that he had had great trouble with *arcy on two oce 
occasions en route from yales to Barrow, that “ercy had sought to mn his ship 
for him, had undertaken to tell him how and when and all about it.” Ashore, I 
had to tell *ercy that he would have to look elsewhere fora carria@ for his 
groceries since Capt. Backland led told me that he (Percy) had acted unwisely 
and that he (Backlend) would have nothing more to do with Percy. I expressed 
regret that one of our missionaries should so far forget the courtesies aboard a 
mip at sea as to incur the enger and opposition of so gooi friend of this missian 


as is apt. “ackland. Percy at once grew angry, and went aboard the ship and, 
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as Capt. “ackland expressed it at my dinner table the next day, "Balled me out 
most unceremoniously, and had he been other than an ignorant Eskimo boy I 
would have as unceremouniously kicked him off the deck into the sea. 
4s it was I ordered him off the mip instantly. ever in my life have I had 
so much trouble with a sailor." I have said nothing fupther to Percy as to 
all this, however, thinking it within your jurisdiction since * orey was en route 
to Barrow whe he so ungraciously ill treated the Yaptain in presence of the 
crew and at sea, little appreciating the fect that “apt. Backland as commander 
was absolutely in commands Percy is so fearfully egotistic, so unapproachable , 
so incapable of being reasoned with, that I desire no further argument with him, 
€ 1s as proud as Lucifer, 
fad 

Today he returns and carefully enquires as to the law concerning the methal 
of complaining to presbytery mmmmm about a minister who is guilty of malfeasance, 
gulity of immoral conduct.” Without batting an eye I instructed him as to 
how it ought be done, but warned him that in all cases the complainants should 
be sure of their ground ere they venture as otherwise tables wold probably 
be turned to their own undoing and great embarassment, the honour of the 
church being at stake in so serious undertaking. What he intends to counsel 
my ruling elders, ora few of them, or others, I know not. In my judgment 
Perey is a dangerous trouble maker, his head having become swollen to a dangemus 
degree and in need of a large flaxseed poultice covering head, neck and chest. 
I am so disappointed with him, 


True, there are menbers of the church here who would be pleased to see me 
leave. I caunot please all men nor have 1 sought to do so, living at peace with 
all in so far as I lave been able. Unfartumately, I have beer often pleced in a 
false light by those who have been chastened for immorality by session, and by 
the late school teacher's activities in opposition of my stand as to the 
pagan dance, by the man fa whom I refused to do a criminal abortion, by the 
man,drunk at late night, who sought to force his way into the hospital where he 
saw lirs. Greist alone as he thought, a white trader, whom I "called" therefe. 
But as God is my judge,'I have injured no mun, wite or native, and have invar- 
iably without exception treated all men ani women, boys and girls, as a 
Christian minister ought. My conscience is clear. Rightly interpreted, my 
actions and my conduct at all times have.been above reproache But, I have beam 
vay bold in denouncing sin, and have called a spade a spade, I have show no 
partiality. Perey seans to think that I ought be more diplomatic as to sae 
menbers even tho they are wastrels, sinners before God man, that the church 
should rather wink at it all and not stir up a mess» He intimates that 1 have 
acted the part of a Nicolaitane, a boss, ete. But I have, rather, given session 
more responsibility than any missionary ever on this coast before, I have dee 
ferred so very much to ruling elders, never having decided a question arbitrarily, 
having always asked for a vote by the right hand rather than a secret ballot, 

Noe have I sought to unduly influence them. I did refuse to serve the Table 

to those wo refused advice @f session and doggedly attended dance after dance 
during Holy Week, one on Holy night and another on Xmas night,and emother the 

eve before Communion, dancing until near six A.M., then presenting themselves 

to the Table in anything but the right spirit. Then,at that time, I took the 

law into my own bands and like Jonathan Edwards, UNS, I refused absolutely to 

serve the Hucharist to the recalcitrant ones, If that constitutes "immorality" th 
than I an guilty. Inter, session swung,to a man, to my way of thinking, but wt 
until I read to them your letter suggesting the use of tokens, vem then, I placed 
tokens in the hands of a committee of session, staying away fran the church when 

all members were caning into the room one by one to be examined and given @ refused 
a token. That was two or three yrs since, and since th t time the dance is prac- 
ally a thing of the past. But some wish it revived. Mayhap that is their reason 


adores 


Saat & new missionary, thinking h will let down the bars. 


But it Will inevitably mke for carelessness, for fornicati on, and licentious- 
hess in various directions, It has always done that. But Percy does not 
remember since he was young when he left this coast. 


I an tempted to ask to be relieved next year, but willadvise you 
definitely a little later, I am wary of this opposition, sick at heart 
that some would be influenced by the gross material things. I have 
consistently preached the Word, all of the Gospel, and my skirts are 
Clear of all men, "Fussing’, as Percy terms. it, only when parents abuse 
their children, ill treat then by neglect,as to diet,and loss of sleep late 
at night, and yet, I always seek to temper criticism with Christian grace, 
Urging them when able to help as to the support of hospital through donations 
here and there, as to labor in return for that we are able to do for then, 
holding before them the great expense as to maintainence of this service, 
offering then a share in this work through such help, but even this is 
in some quarters criticised as uncalled for on ow part. A large number of 
the young men, however, are evx increasing as to their willingness to help 
carry the burdens of the Board even tho modest in amount. It is not 
the anount of remuneration they give towards that we do for them, but 
the principle holds since it caters to self-respect, self-esteem, self- 
reliance, and the sense of being a sharer in the labors of the church, : 
The reaction is spiritually helpful. But at same time it meets with 
criticism on part of a fex, contending as they do that all should be recipients 
of our service with nothing in return, Percy has heard much of this criticism, 
and contends that I an but alienating the native from our hold upon them, 
Vith great patience have sought to show him the contrary, but he will not. 
When the donated milk md rolled oats were delivered by Yapt. Pedersen and 
hié wife (who always acGmpanies him, she a.forma missionary to this coast), 
he had to send the stuff ashore over ice,and some fifteen young men brot it to 
the beach, and charged m just $40 for the work calling for but a few hrs-of lab 
labor, bringing with our stuff the mails and much other stuff for Mr. Brower, 
In vain I sought to show them it was for their sick children, the women and 
girls and elderly people who were Suffering from lack of proper food at that 
particular time, am asked tlat a reasonable lighterage be charged since I would 
have it to pay personally, the Board having nothing to do with ite Nor could 
I consistently ask the donors to meet the expense, Capt. Pedersen having 
likewise donated freight. I finally compromised by paying then in milk and 
oats at a special price, ere: foen Mr. Brower would charge for the commoditics, 
I paid the bill in full thu of°I am yet criticised by some far asking a 
reduction and for not having paid it in cash, And so, the missiomry is ever _ 
misunderstood by those who superficially and even selfishly consider such matters. 
I cannot please every om. You resember what Nmerson said,”He who would 
please every man will please none, not even himself,’ and egain, He who is without 
an enemy is a nonentity.” “Tis true, and + am weary of it all, I am all but 
ready to leave and go hom where | my enjoy rest and peace, And as said, 


I may ask to be relieved with another twelve months. 4 new broom sometimes 
/ eo-- 
sweeps cleanly”, 


I remain, with all respect and esteem, 


Your s baa 0M: 


Me Hen 


